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MESSAGE FROM THE EDDRS

A Note from the Section Chair

7A1 ATiT A 01 OEA OAATT A EOOOA 1T &# OEA 103! -%.! o0/,
has been an exciting and productive one, marked by ragidwth and a number of key milestones.
Since being formally established at the 2018 Annual Conference, the Section published the first
volume of thisNewdetter, created awebsite, selected three wetlhttended panels for the annual
conference, ran a Research Development Group short course for junior scholars from the MENA
region and sponsored a Teaching MENA Politicerdltourse ahead of the Annual Conference, and

held a reception for the Annual Meeting. In mBleptember 2019, Section membership passed the

400 mark, while the@ APSAMENATwitter feed has acquired more thanl@0 followers. At the
Section Reception (held in conjunction with the Project on Middle East Political Science), awards
xAOA AT T1T O1 AAA £ O "AOO $EOOAOOAOEITT j*10i #EOI
Food Subsidies and Neoliberalization inAHDEAT EOA *1T OAAT 6q AT A "AOO

" OAAT xAl Ah O#1 AOAEOA AT A &EOAAI #APAAEOU $AOGAIIT DB

There will be many more exciting opportunities in the coming year. Elections will be held to replace
Vice-Chair Lindsay Benstead and Atarge Member Bassel Salloukh. A third annual Research
Development Group workshop for junior scholars from the MENA region will be held at the 2020
Annual Conference. A third Section Award has been added to the existing awards for Best
Dissertation and Best ARS 0 APAOgd O"AOO "iI T E ET -%.! o011 EOEAO
2019. We are especially excited that we will be selecting an inaugural POMEREAMENA Fellow,

an early career scholar from the MENA region who will participate in Section activitiegriead
engagement with scholars from the region, and work on translations of political science research

to and from regional languages.

What about the Newsletter? | will continue to serve as the editor of the MENA POLITICS
NEWSLETTER for the next two ges, and Lauren Baker will continue to be the assistant editor. We
will be inviting special sections and guest editors for each issue, so please contact me with your
ideas? workshop symposia are especially encouraged. The second issue of the MENA POLITICS
NEWSLETTER features two special sections on methodological issues relevant to scholars in our
network, each organized by one of our editorial board members.

AEA EEOOO OAAOCEITh O.Ax 1 PPOT AAEAO O1 3000AU 2
organized ly Newsletter Editorial Board member Holger Albrecht and hosted by the University of
Alabama. It brings together a diverse group of scholars who have developed and employed novel
forms of survey data collection or analysis. Justin Gengler explores how (¥atarderstand and
relate to surveys to unpack the meaning of the explosion of such research in the region. Nadine
Sika uses surveys to explore the drivers of political trust among Arab youth. Yael Zeira explains
how a selfadministered life history calendasurvey allowed her to get around issues of social
desirability bias and recall bias in her study of Palestinian participation in contentious politics.
Lindsay Benstead examined theories of clientelism and constituent service through surveys
designed to est the effects of contact between Tunisian politicians and their constituents, using
this to provide alternative explanations for the relative success of the Islamist Ennahda Party. And
Sharan Grewal uses an innovative Facebook survey to explore théeesd of the Algerian protest
movement. Matt Buehler employed a unique survey to examine how Moroccans think about nuclear
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energy, turning up surprising findings which challenge us to rethink assumptions about public
attitudes towards foreign policy issues

0O4Ap0 AO $AOAhRo OEA OAAITT A OPAAEAIT OAAOGEIT 1 0C.
Alexandra Blackman, features cuttingdge research from scholars working with large textual data

sets across diverse realms. Blackman introduces the section wisitharply drawn overview of the
opportunities for political science research offered by the computational analysis of Arabic texts,

as well as critical challenges. Alexandra Siegel focuses on the analysis of social media data to
explain Arab politics, hig ]l ECEOET ¢ A OAT CA T &£ TAx 1 AOET AT 11 CE?Z
'l OAAAAAGE AAOAOEAAO T Ax OOATAO ET OEA NOAT OEOA
reshape the study of Arab media sources. Nate Grubman uses textual analysis of partyrpiatfo

to develop measures for ideological scaling. Finally, Richard Nielsen shows how statistical text
analysis allowed for the rigorous study of a vast body of online Islamic religious production.

The engaging, thoughtful essays in this Newsletter offesth important individual contributions

and a collective mapping of two exciting new areas for political science research on the Middle
East. We hope that you find them useful, and we look forward to hearing your ideas for future
symposia or standalone esga.

Marc Lynch, Section Chair and Newsletter Editor
Lauren Baker, Newsletter Assistant Editor
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NOTE FROM APSA

(AT 1T &EOIT 103180 $APAOCOI AT O T &£ )1 OAOT ACGETT AT 00
First, we want to congratulate the MENA Politics Organized Section on an impredsisteyear of

activity! This is a great time for MENA Politics at APSAA AOA AGAEOAA O1T ATTT (
grant from CCNY has been renewed for two more years, which will enable us to continue our MENA
Programing with a growing community of MENA schosaim and outside the region. Over the past
summer, the APSA held the first part of the 2019 MENA Workshop in Abu Dhabi; extended our
partnerships with political science departments at Cairo University and the American University of
Cairo to support gradua students and faculty; and collaborated with the MENA Politics section

and POMEPS to organize a Research Development Group at the APSA Annual Meeting in
Washington DC. In addition, we have open calls for exciting opportunities that we hope you can
dissemnate among your contacts and networks.

4EEO UAAOG O | P T 1
Workshops, which are the 6th in T
our series of annual workshops it
the Arab Middle East and North
! £FOEAAh £ AOOGAA
01T 1T EOEAOGd - %. ! Y%
program began with a onaveek &
program at the New York|

University-Abu Dhabi, UAE from e
June 913, and culminated with a
second week in Rabat, Moroccg
from October 1418. Across both ==
weeks, fellows discussed readinggs

and shared experience _‘
connected with the workshop‘
themes. They also redeed feedback on research manuscripts, attended professional development

sessions, and heard from guest speakers from government and civil society. Following this

workshop, alumni received 3 years membership to APSA and the MENA Politics Organized Section.

Starting in 2020, the MENA workshops will run as a singiday workshop with follow up
programming at the APSA annual meeting. We are currently reviewing the final applications and
the selected team will be announced before end of November.

Over the next two years APSA will continue its collaboration with CQMR and ICPSR to support
scholars based in Arab MENA countries in undertaking rigorous training in qualitative and
guantitative methods. Currently, we have an open call for applications for IQMR summer
program taking place in June 2020 in Syracuse, NY. The deadline is December 12, 2019. Similarly,
we are finalizing a call for participation at the Inténiversity Consortium for Political and Social
Research (ICPSR) summer program, takinggelan June and July 2020 at Michigan University.

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019
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The departmental collaboration initiative continues to attract interest from faculty members and
departments at Arab Universities. APSA is renewing its collaboration with departments at Cairo
University ard the American University in Cairo (AUC) to offer graduate students and faculty
members advanced methodological training in areas such as using R, conducting interviews, doing
archival research, as well as organizing dissertation writing workshops andrssasiion creative
teaching techniques for early career faculty. We are also in discussions with Alexandria University
and Birzeit University for new programming.

4EA ' OAA oi 1 EOEAAT 3AEATAA . AOxT OE j'!'03.Q 1T OCATE
discuss the interests, challenges and priorities of MENa#sed scholars of political science. APSN
will be hosting an information session and a panel at MESA in New Orleans on Friday November 15.
All MESA attendees are welcome to attend both events. In isidsh, APSN is soliciting applications

from PhD students and junior faculty in the Arab world for the 2020 Research Development
Workshop on Citizenship, Legal Status and the State in the MENA. Deadline for applications is
January 10, 2020. The Network issa offering conference travel grants for individual paper and
full panels. Deadlines are January 16, 2020 and June 18, 2020 respectively.

Finally, the call for papers and panels for the 2020 APSA annual meeting in San Francisco is
currently open. We looKorward to collaborating with the MENA Politics section to offer travel
grants for up to 6 earlycareer Arab scholars attending the MENA Research Development Group
(RDG). The RDG is an annual event organized by the MENA Politics organized section fgadurin
full day of research feedback and professional development discussions that take place the day
before the APSA annual meeting.

If you are interested in the learning more or getting involved with the APSA MENA Project, please
contact us at menaworkshps@apsanet.org.

Best to all in the coming months and stay well!
Ahmed Morsy and Andrew Stinson

APSA MENA Project
menaworkshops@apsanet.org
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AWARDS

Congratulations to the winners of the inaugural MENAIRics Section Awards for 2019

Best Dissertation: José Ciro Martineh Th® Politics of Bread: State Power, Food Subsidies and Neoliberalization in
Hashemite Jorda® j # Al AOEACA 51 EOAOOEOUQS8

The committee was impressed by this highly innovative studywaflfare politics in Jordan, presenting the Jordanian

state as engaged in a process of demonstrating its authority through the distribution of flour, the regulation of bread
prices and the indirect management of the bakery. Combining theoretical fluencyhwampirical richness, the
dissertation is based on a mix of detailed archival work, extensive interviews with paoliekers and other officials,

and a multisite ethnography conducted in bakeries over an eighteen month period of fieldwork. The fieldwmek

AT 1T AGAOAA ET -A8ATh O!' NAAA AT A AAOI OO AEOAOOA T AECEAIT OEI T 2
and geographies of welfare.

(Selection Committee: Sean Yom, Lindsay Benstead, Michaelle Browers, and Yael Zeira).

Best Paper Presented atWadXny | 03! P11 0AI -AAOET ¢dq S$SEATA ' OAAT xAl An
Constraints: Theorizing the Functional Coherence of Aspiring States 0

4EEO EIT1 OAOEOA PADAO EO AOAxT &£O0T 1T ' OAAT xAl A0 AEOGAOOAOE
committee was impressed with the theoretical sophistication and empirical richness of the paper, and for its
significant contributions to our knowledge of the area.

(Selection Committee: Quinn Mecham, Dan Corstange, David Walder, and Lindsay Badhste

Call for Proposals

Be sure tosubmit your nominationsfor the 2020 Awards for Best Dissertation, Best Paper Presented at the 2019
Annual Meeting, ad Best Book (a new award including books published in 2018 and 2019).
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SURVEY RESEARCIN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORT
AFRICA

SECTION INTRODUCTION

Social science scholarship on the Middle East and North Africa has witnessed a dramatic expansion of public
opinion polls and survey research over the past twenty years. For one, the sheer number of scholars engaged
in this type of research has grown remarkably. These scholars come from a growing number of research
institutions across the United States and the Midd le East, building on the works of scholars associated with
the University of Michigan who have dominated public opinion research in the past. We have also seen a
significant thematic expansion of systematic individual -level scholarship, reaching beyond tra ditional
research topics. Middle East area specialists will notice the opportunities arising from survey research
complementing qualitative, elite -level interviews, while political scientists with greater interest in
methodological concerns will recognize the innovative strategies employed by scholars to tackle significant
challenges posed to survey research in the region. This special section presents contributions that introduce
some of the pertinent topics and show trends, opportunities, and challenges i n this emerging research
program.

One important trend in current research using survey material is the increasing number of country -level
projects that have gained in importance compared to research using cross -country data, such as the World
Value Surveys, the Pew Research Center, and the Arab Barometer Project. In this special section, five papers
present research using original material from country -1 e v e | surveys, whil e Nadine
interplay of contentious activism and popular tru st in political institutions stands alone as a project drawing
on a range of countries. This focus on smaller samples in survey research comes with opportunities and
challenges. On the positive side, country -level projects typically generate comparatively low costs and
hence remain feasible for a large number of scholars. Moreover, scholars have added to a thematic expansion
of the research program. While broad regional or global projects have contributed to the conventional topics
prominent in survey researchfiincluding popular perceptions of democracy, electoral behavior, ethnic
diversity, and the role of religion in society fismaller-scope survey research has advanced to designing more
specific surveys and questionnaires that speak to discreet theoretical de bates.

Apart from methodological accounts, contributors to this special issue have explored specific issue areas in
comparative politics and security studies. Lindsay Benstead, for instance, explains electoral voter
preferences during T tansitoon a@uwng thatnhe dstamistiEnnahda Party has deployed
social service provision for political gains more effectively than its political competitors. Nadine Sika finds
that participants in contentious activism harbor trust in specific political institutions, but not in others.
Matt Buehler explores popular support for a nuclear power program in Morocco. Yael Zeira studies the
participation of Palestinians in protest activities against Israeli occupation. And Sharan Grewal tracks
protest participa tion in Algeria over time and explains why protesters remained in the streets even after
President Abdel azi z Bouteflikads resignation.

Thematic expansion and the focus on individual countries certainly come at a price. On the one hand,
individual country -level survey projects are hardly ever designhed as longitudinal studies and i unlike works
based on data by the Arab Barometer or the World Value Surveysiitypically cannot provide any insights on
developments over a longer period of time. Additionally, as of now, the growing number of individual
projects do not appear to generate substantial cumulative knowledge i perhaps in part for the lack of a
centralized data repository for survey research in the Middle East fAiraising questions about the comparability
and external validity of findings.

Si
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In general, the Middle East and North Africa remains a challenging region to conduct empirical research on

the ground generally and survey research in particular. High levels of authoritarianism, restrictive state -

society relat ions, and violence in political conflicts constitute an important context factor, raise ethical
concerns, and possibly generate respondentsd preference fa
and interviewer effects. chllopenmessandotalilidy in canjukctienfwithpsoghificanit

variation in the availability of a professional research infrastructure has prompted a clustering of survey

research across a select number of countries that have remained more survey -friendly than others, including

Tunisia, Morocco, Palestine, Lebanon, Turkey, and Qatar. And yet scholars have found ways to conduct

systematic individual -level research in more difficult settings including Algeria, Yemen, the conflict

environment of Iraq, and therefu gee popul ation in Syriafds neighboring coun

These obvious challenges have also inspired methodological innovationfiand it is in this area where the
contemporary research program on the Middle East promises to make a noteworthy contribution to social
science survey research more broadly. As Sharan Grewal shows, social media networks appear to be an
appealing strategy to reach out to populations in closed authoritarian regimes. Yael Zeira, in her study of
protests against Israeli occupation, developed a research design aimed at mitigating social -desirability bias
and recall bias among respondents. And finally, Justin Gengler invites us to reflect more generally on the
impact of survey research on society. He presents findings from an opinion poll among Q ataris, asking about
their attitudes toward such opinion polls.

d Holger Albrecht, The University of Alabama

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019



APSAMENA FALL 2019

THE MEANING OF PUBIG OPINION RESEARCH
IN THE ARAB WORLD

By Justin Gengler, Social and Economic
Survey Research Institute, Qatar University

Introduction

The previous decade has seen a marked expansion
in the number and sophistication of scientific
opinion surveys being used to study society and
politics in Arab countries. This expansion has
shifted focus from merely procuring public opinion
data in a region that is often difficult to
penetrate, to assessing and addressing concerns
about the quality of Arab survey data and the
substantive inferences based on them. Such
methodological work continues, and includes
studies of how the survey sponsor impacts
participation; the effect on responses when third
parties are present during the interview; and
especially the influence of observable interviewer
attributes on the responses given in surveys
(interviewer effects). Underlying this
methodological agenda is a lingering concern that
certain aspects of the survey -taking climate in the
Arab world and in other parts of the Middle East
and North Africafin particular, a lack of political
freedom and conservative social normsfimay
undermine the representati veness and/or
reliability of surveys, either by biasing samples in
favor of certain types of respondents or by causing
respondents to edit their answers to sensitive or
even nonsensitive survey questions.

Yet these same contextual concerns should also
prompt wider reflection about the meaning of
public opinion research in the Arab world and in
other settings where social or political factors
may create a potentially inhospitable survey
climate. How do men and women in Arab countries

perceive surveys and participation in survey
research? More fundamentally, how do they
under stand and define t he
opiniond6é in an environment

Western origins? Finally, are Arab views of surveys
and conceptualizations of public opinion unique,
or are they shared by people in other regions with
political and/or cultural similarities? These are

guestions that colleagues and | have sought to
better understand over the course of a three -year
project on survey attitudes in the Arab world

supported by the Qatar National Research Fund.?!
Our findings so far, recently published in the
British Journal of Political Science , have
important implications for consumers and

producers of public opinion d ata from the Middle
East and North Africa.

Doubts about Arab Survey Research

As a political scientist living and collecting survey
data in the Arab Gulf states for more than a
decade, meta-questions surrounding the meaning
of public opinion in the MENA region emerged
early in my work and have remained a constant
backdrop to substantive research into political
behavior, group conflict and identity politics, and
authoritarianism. This is due, perhaps in the first
place, to my experience presenting results fr om
Gulf surveys at international survey research
conferences since around 2010. Consistently, such
presentations elicit some or all of the following,
mostly rhetorical questions from audience
members accustomed to hearing about polls
conducted in the Nethe rlands or Quebec:

- o0Do peopl e i n Ar ab
surveys well enough to participate and give
proper responses?o6

- owi Il a person even open
stranger (interviewer) i n

- OHow can you expect ci ti
democratic society to give honest answers to
political or other sensitive questions in a
survey?ao

- 0There i s n o such thing as
aut horitarian Ar ab countri
survey data mostly meaningl

Eyxeg jif (p\ée[_}yt exagg?)r%tqm apd. sweeping, these
£ rggctions rgpyeseny vatid gopcerns, about how
specific aspects of the Arab survey climate might
introduce nonresponse and response erroriithe
same sort of doubts that have prompted extant
methodological studies. Lack of public familiarity
with surveys may depress response rates or make

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019
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respondents less likely to follow survey
instructions. Concerns  over the privacy
implications of surveys, including worry about

possible government surveillance, may also lead
to unit or item nonresponse error as well a s
socially desirable reporting. Additionally, it is

possible that the nature of responses given in Arab
opinion surveys is influenced by the way that
individuals understand the idea of public opinion

and that the modal Arab understanding is not
equivalent to the conceptualization prevailing in

the West.

Still, my anecdotal experience conducting
interviews in  non-democratic and socially
conservative Arab Gulf states, particularly
Bahrain and Qatar, gave a quite different
impression. Not only do Gulf citizen s, including
residents of outlying rural villages,
overwhelmingly recognize the purpose and

modalities of surveys, but they often appear

pleased to be asked their opinion on important
issues and policies precisely because they are
infrequently the subject of public debate. This
includes during times of significant political

tension in which concerns over possible state
surveillance were very justified, as in Bahrain just

prior t o t he
Observing my owhn f ami lints
about telephone polls during U.S. election cycles,
and brusque hang-ups on interviewers, | found it
hard to believe that men and women in Arab
countries were any more negatively disposed
toward opinion surveys than people anywhere
else.

Surveys about Surveys

In 2017, these ideas crystallized into a successful
grant proposal for a study of public attitudes

toward survey research in Qatarfia survey on
surveysiiwith  co-investigators Russell Lucas
(Michigan  State  University), Mark Tessler
(University of Michigan), and Jonathan Forney
(Forcier Consulting). Improbably, perhaps, the use
of questionnaires to assess views toward opinion
polls, commonly referred to as survey attitudes,

dates to the 1950s? and has produced a sizable
literature. But, prior to our st udy, existing
research on survey attitudes had been advanced

C 0 U n-led ypdising.2 0 1 1origdnis i od otential
me miesearchfTo the expehtdhat Arabs do hold more

1C

solely on the basis of data collected in Western
Europe and, despite many decades of
investigation, still had produced no theoretical

consensus regarding the number and character of
the specific attitudinal dimensions that comprise
views toward surveys. Nonetheless, results of
previous studies broadly agreed in showing that
more positive attitudes toward surveys are
associated with more cooperative respondent
behavior and thus to better survey dat a.

Extension of this work to Qatar was significant not

only in gauging survey attitudes in a very different

context fione representing exactly those social and
political factors said to undermine the quality of

Arab opinion datafib ut al so beca
extreme demographic diversity allows comparison
of survey attitudes across the various cultural -
geographical groupings represented in the Qatar
population. Our survey sample contains
respondents from more than 50 countries residing
in Qatar, including more th an three-quarters of
Arab League states. This diversity allows a direct
test of the idea that Arabs as a broad category
possess more negative perceptions of surveys than
people from other national or regional

backgrounds. The data also offer insight into t he
negativity toward survey

skeptical views of surveys, is that because surveys
are viewed as irrelevant to policymaking, because
they are seen as invasions of privacy, because
their results are considered unreliable, because
they are too cognitively burdensome, or for some
other reason that the survey attitudes literature
has identified?

As it turns out, these were the wrong questions to
be asking. Or, rather, they erred in their premise
Results from our study of survey attitudes in Qatar
show not only that Arabs tend to hold positive
attitudes toward surveys on all measured
dimensions, but that their attitudes are more
positive than those held by individuals from other
cultural -geographical regions represented in
Qatar, including South Asia, Southeast Asia, andi
ironically fithe West. The findings also revealed a
second surprise: a new dimension of survey
attitudes not observed in previous studies

u

S
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conducted in Europe. This dimension capture s
perceptions of the potential positive or negative
purposes of surveys: the use of surveys for
purposes of political manipulation or surveillance,
rather than political voice and participation. On
this aspect of surveys as well, the data show that
Arabs in Qatar tend to hold more positive views on
average than non-Arabs.

However, two experiments embedded in our
survey demonstrate an important divergence
between Arabs and non-Arabs in the effects of
survey attitudes on their actual response and
nonresponse behavior in surveys. A conjoint
experiment presented respondents with a
hypothetical survey of randomized mode, length,
topic, and sponsor and asked them to rate their
likelihood of agreeing to participate. Results show
that, while both Arabs and non -Arabs are sensitive
to the mode and length of a survey, only Arabs are
influenced in their decision to participate by the
survey sponsor, being less likely to participate
when a poll is conducted by an international
organization or private company. (Notably, state
sponsorship did not depress participation.) In
addition, Arabs are influenced in their decision by
latent attitudes toward surveys generally,
irrespective of the parameters of a particular
survey request. Regardless of the specific
characteristics of a survey, Arab respondents are
less likely to participate when they possess more
negative views about enjoyment of surveys, the
reliability of surveys, the time and cognitive costs
of surveys, and the political purposes of surveys.
The participation decis ion among non-Arabs, by
contrast, is impacted only by their overall views
about the enjoyableness of surveys.

An analogous result obtains in the case of the
second experiment embedded in our study, which
examines how survey attitudes influence
respondentsd willingness to
interview schedule when presented with an easy
opportunity to cut short the survey. We call this
t he oObirthday experi ment
informed that, due to the length of the final
section of the survey, only one -half of respondents
will be asked to continue: those whose birthdays
fell in the previous six months. We expected that

11

some individuals who wanted to terminate the
interview would lie about the timing of their
birthday, and that respondents with negative
views about the cognitive and time costs of
surveys might be especially likely to drop -out. In
fact, this turned out to be true only for non -Arab
respondents. Among Qatari and non-Qatari Arabs,
the likelihood of early termination was
determined instead once ag ain by overall views of
the reliability and purposes of surveys, rather
than negative impressions about the time and
effort it takes to complete surveys.

Our study of survey attitudes in Qatar thus gives
reason for optimism while also identifying some
challenges to ensuring high-quality opinion data
from the Arab region. On the one hand, it helps to
dispel persistent worries that authoritarian
institutions, traditional social norms, and public
unfamiliarity with surveys instill negative views of
the entire survey research enterprise among
ordinary Arabs. At the same time, however, our
findings show that the Arab context gives rise to
specific concerns about surveys that may not exist
elsewhere, namely the use or manipulation of
survey research for political purposes. Equally

significant, it shows t hat
nonresponse behavior in surveys is
disproportionately sensitive to subjective

impressions about the general reliability and
intentions of surveysficoncerns that are not seen
to impact the sur vey-taking behavior of non -Arabs
in Qatar. Arabs on average are more positively
inclined toward surveys than other groups, yes,
but their participation in survey research is also
mediated by a different and wider range of
generalized survey attitudes.

Some Practical Implications for Researchers

This article has highlighted recent collaborative
work exploring how people in the Middle East and

c 0o mp NRth Africd Vle® sufvély!rdsearch, and the ways

in which their attitudes differ from those of other

cultural -geographical groups around the world.
EqUEIS AP dYtdre, HisSresedréneis interested in

understanding the practical impact of these
orientations on actual survey behavior. To date,
these topics have not been widely studied in the
MENA context, although they are m otivated by the
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s ame basic concerns
survey-taking climate that have prompted other
methodological work into sponsorship effects,
third -party effects, and interviewer effects in
Arab opinion data.

Our substantive findings serve to dispel certain
stereotypes about the unique aversion and even
hostility of Arab men and women toward survey

research, whether in general or compared to

Western or other populations. Yet our results do

also give reason for further reflection and

empirical i nvestigation about the particular ways

that survey research is experienced, perceived,

and understood in MENA countries, and what, if
anything, these context -driven concerns and
conceptualizations imply about the nature and

quality of data reported in publ ic opinion surveys.
The foregoing discussion suggests some practical
lessons for survey researchers working in the Arab
region.

Reorienting survey design concerns. Survey
practitioners everywhere spend significant time

deliberating basic survey design questions,
including the mode and target length of an

interview. A common concern, for instance, is that

an interview
increase respondent fatigue and therefore survey
error via nonresponse, satisficing (providing quick
answers without consideration or comprehension
of the question), or early termination of the

interview. Often many a tear is shed in cutting

guestions to shorten the instrument below an
acceptable, though wusually arbitrary, limit.

Survey researchers working in Arab countries also
frequently debate whether a certain topic is

better suited for telephone (or Internet) versus

face-to-face administration, based on the
assumption that some topics may be difficult to

probe in an in-person interview because they
place too high a burden on respondent privacy.

~
nresearchers should be less concerned

about survey design features that may
increase perceived surv ey burden and
focus on aspects that may instill
negative |impressions
reliability or purpose

surrounding

schedul e i s

t he regionos

But the results of our study show that these two
basic survey attributes filength and modefiare less
influential in shaping Arab (and indeed non -Arab)
survey-t aki ng behavior than t
sponsor. More generally, our experimental
findings suggest that MENA survey researchers
should be less concerned about survey design
features that may increase perceived survey
burdenfiwhether from a cognitive, time, or
privacy standpoint iand focus instead on aspects
that may instill negative impressions about a

surveyds reliability or

Signaling survey reliability and intentions.

Impressions about the reliability or purpose of a

survey may be formed from overt attributes, such

as the stated sponsor of a survey, and some
experimental work has sought to understand the
impact of sponsorship on nonresponse.® Yet
positive or negative Vi
integrity and purpose may also arise from more
subtle cues accumulated over the course of an
interview, including from the topics included in a
guestionnaire, the ordering of questions, response
options, the names of survey sections, and myriad
others. For example, a survey module on

o tigegnatipnglpffals that agks omnygapout attitudes

toward the United States is like ly to signal,
correctly or incorrectly, American involvement or

interest in the survey. A battery measuring
religious values and practice embedded in a
section on gender stereotypes is likely to signal a
researcherds belief that

views of women.

Such concerns about question wording and
ordering are typically conceived as pertaining to
the socio-pol i ti cal o0osensit
guestionnairefreluctance to respond or give
accurate answers due to social desirability
pressures or doubts about anonymity in an
authoritarian survey environment. However, the
effects of negative views of survey reliability and
purpose operate differently and more
fundamentally, by raising questions about the
motivations of the very survey itself. They are also
potentially more insidious than sponsorship
effects, because negative judgments about the

he

e ws

I s |
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integrity or reliability of a survey may form only

once an interview has begun, introducing survey
error not only through systematic nonresponse but
also response biasand motivated underreporting.

Encouraging public confidence in surveys. Another
way that negative views of survey reliability and
intentions may form in MENA populations is
through exposure to unscientific polls and/or
surveys designhed to support a particular political
agenda.* Such unscientific or politicized surveys
are unfortunately a common occurrence in the
Arab world, enabled by a lack of institutional
capacity and monetary incentives to carry out
high-quality surveys. As a result, survey research
is too often exploited to promote the domestic
and foreign policy aims of MENA governments and
outside political actors, with the aim of creating
the false impression of public support for or
opposition to an actor or policy position.

Our finding that Ara bs in Qatar are especially
reluctant to participate in surveys conducted by
commercial polling firms and international
organizations, compared with a university or
government institution, suggests that these types
of sponsors are associated with negative survey
purposes. In this way, hesitation to participate in
surveys in the MENA region may stem from
generalized worry that survey results will be
manipulated or used for nefarious purposes,
rather t han a survey?os
While much work remains to be done to
understand the root causes of attitudes toward
surveys in the Arab world, it is hoped that this
research can set the agenda for the next wave of
studies.

spon

TRUST AND ACTIVISMN THE MENA

By Nadine Sika, American University in Cairo

Political trust is essential for stability in
aut horitarian regi mes.

evaluation of how well the government operates,
according to their expectations. 5 Political trust
includes confidence in state institutions like the

executive, the legi slature, the judiciary, the
bureaucracy, and the police and can respond to
short-term evaluations of social and economic
life, changing across time and space.® When
political institutions do
expectations, trust is likely to decline .7 Political
trust is also an indicator of political stability. 2
During the past decade, political trust has been
decreasing in all regime types, while contentious
activities like participation in demonstrations,
strikes, boycotts, and online activism has been
increasing.®

Within a context of rising authoritarianism,

repression, censorship, and self-censorship,
finding empirical evidence for state -society
relations becomes a challenge. Working in
conditions with such increasing restrictions for
fieldwork, | have found that surveys can be a
valuable tool. Below, | will review some

methodological opportunities and challenges from
my years of conducting surveys in the Middle East
and North Africa, then highlight the results of one

survey that changes our understanding of how
increasing state repression affects political trust

and participation in contentious events.

Trust and contentious politics in changing
regimes

Top-down approaches to understanding
authoritarian politics demonstrates that a
B&d i nPerd sity0ddd nfmress tits ©ppbsition is
essential for its survival. ¥ However, during my
past seven years of fieldwork in the region, it
seems that repression helps regimes in
maintaining their power only in the shortterm . In
the long term, the excessive use of v iolence might
be adding to their volatility. A major puzzle for
me as a scholar is whether the excessive use of
force against political opposition and activists
i mpact s citizens?d trust
institutions and whether political trust is related

to contentious politics in regimes undergoing
political transitions. The literature on political
tlrugt andapnarticiPaHodw iis\/pgimdabilya ?nod%mocratic
regimes. Some scholars have analyzed the
relationship between trust and participation in
formal institutions like political parties and civil
society organizations in authoritarian regimes. !
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However, the relation between trust and
participation in contentious activities in regimes
that are democratizing or reverting back to
authoritarianism needs further analys is.

In this article, | explore political trust and
contentious participation in Turkey and Tunisia.
Do citizens?d political
participation in contentious activities? Turkey and
Tunisia are both undergoing political change: the
former has been gradually sliding back to an
authoritarian political system, while the latter
has been gradually transitioning to democracy.
However, in each case, | demonstrate that the
increased reliance on the security apparatus i
especially the police forc e repressing opposition
fileads to more street demonstrations and
activism against the regime. Preliminary analysis
of survey data suggests that activists are
motivated to participate through unconventional
means, like demonstrations, as a result of their
low levels of trust in the police force.

How can we measure and analyze trust in Arab

regimes?

The Arab uprisings of 2010 to 2011were followed
by an surge of field research in the region.

Scholars who have been working for years on
authoritarian resilien ce and politics from above,

revisited their analysis and started developing

new lines of inquiries on state -society relations. 12

During this period, | was involved in two major
research projects on young people in the region,
which required much quantitat ive and qualitative
fieldwork. For t he first
From Engagement to I nclusi
Volkswagen Foundation, | conducted fieldwork in
Egypt and Morocco during 2012 to 2013.%3 For the
second project, Power2Youth, ** sponsored by the
European Commission | was part of a research
team that conducted fieldwork in Egypt, Lebanon,
Morocco, Turkey, Palestine, and Tunisia from 2014
until 2016.

The difference between the fieldwork experience
for both projects is stark, especially for a sch olar
living in and working on the region. Fieldwork for

14

the first project, especially semi -structured
interviews and surveys, was smooth and
enjoyable. The majority of our respondents were
enthusiastic to participate and were eager to
provide our research teams with substantial
information on their perceptions of the Arab
uprisings, their role as youth in socio -political

t 1 u's £hanges 4nd thalr maineRajlenges ag young people

during the transitional phase. Conducting survey
analysis in universities was also a positive
experience, with many students eager to
participate in the survey analysis and with no
security intervention in the content of the survey

guestions.

The second project, on the other hand, was
implemented almost three years after the
O0Spri ng,hé coandriestunder analysis had
already started to revert back to authoritarianism
(Egypt), autocratize (Turkey), democratize with
institutional  difficulties  (Tunisia), remain
autocratic (Morocco and Palestine), or experience
large episodes of contentious events (Lebanon).
Doing fieldwork for the second project was not an
easy task, especially for the research teams in
Turkey, Palestine, and Egypt. For instance,
convincing participants to take part in focus
groups was complicated, as many young people
felt uncomfortable discussing their attitudes
toward the ruling elite. Some did not refer to the
political opposition groups in name, they would
just describe t he wor k of
generally. Finding interview partners was also
complicated, especially in Palestine and Egypt. In
Egypt, only 50 percent of young people who were
approached to be interviewed agreed to take part
i® the ¢elsearchd Phie alrveyYsoudyt Was another
Ruédle sird Bgyps @nd @ dlestn¥. Thehpeoblem was
not conducting the survey project itself, but in
being granted permission to implement it in the
first place. Questions on trust in institutions were
not permitted in the Gaza Strip or in Egypt.

Methodology

| test the relationship between participation in

contentious activities and political t rust by
analyzing the results of the survey study that was
conducted in Turkey and Tunisia as part of the
Power2Youth research project. > In Turkey, the
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survey was carried out from January 2 through

February 10, 2016. The sample size was 1804
young people ages 18 to 29. The survey included
226 clusters, which represented all regions in

addition to all metropolitan, non -metropolitan,

and rural districts. In Tunisia, the sample size was

1022 young people ages 18 to 29, and the survey
was conducted from July23 to August 29, 2016.
The sample was drawn from the 2014 population

sample frame in which enumeration areas served

as clusters.

We selected these cases because both have been
undergoing political change. Tunisia has been
democratizing since the Arab uprisings, while
Turkey has been undergoing an autocratic reverse
wave since the 2013 Gezi Park protests and the
2016 coup attempt.

My main hypothesis is that low political trust
levels lead to participation in contentious
activities in authoritarian regimes and in regimes
that are undergoing political transitions. To test
for this hypothesi s, I
activismé index in which
contentious activities were tested. The questions
were dichotomous variables for which the
interviewees were asked whether they ever
participated in peaceful demonstrations, protest
movements, strikes, boycott activities, or online

activism. The answer s ar e
compose

ono. 0 The i ndex i s
variables. In Tunisia the Cronbach alpha is at 0.79
and in Turkey it is 0.69. An OLS regression model
for each country was constructed, where the
dependent variable is the contentious activism
index, and the independent variables are the
political trust variables, i.e. trust in the army,
police force, courts, parliament, central and local
government, and political parties. We controlled
for gender, unemployment, and education level. 16

Survey results

The survey results demonstrate that political trust
levels vary in these two countr ies and according
to the political institutions. For instance, trust in
the army is very high in Tunisia at 84 percent and
in Turkey with 68 percent. Trust in the police

1t

force is also somewhat high in both at 58 percent
in Tunisia and 62 percent in Turkey. On the other
hand, trust in the parliament and political parties
is much lower, with almost 8 percent trust in the
parliament in Tunisia and 38 percent in Turkey.
Trust in the central government is also very low in
Tunisia, with almost 11 percent, while i tis at 50
percent in Turkey.

~Y

n activists are motivated to participate
as a result of their low levels of trust
in the police force.

The results of the OLS regression models
demonstrate that there is a strong negative
correlation between contentious activism and
trust in the police force, the political institution
which mostly directly represses citizen s. These
results are partial confirmation of the hypothesis
that activism is a result of low political trust
levels. The results only confirm that low trust
levels in the police force cause participation in
contentious activities. Hence, in regimes where
the pglitceefgrceéils eighgr(l)mnm{vnet% Qa\lleorebprsessed

constru d . i N | ) ;
h epollgclalfa?tl\ensrtselr}]tpe p%sct) (Juenlssla) orin which

police force is increasing its repression in the
present (Turkey), there is a negative relation
between contentious activism and trust in the
police. This implies that even if trust levels in a
certain political institution is high amongst
citizens at. large, activists are maotivated to
dte,d el ?%ér_ %Jye_s_% or

pélrtlmpa}e in ?opltentlous activities as a result of

ooT. T héswe S X,
their specific distrust of the repressive apparatus.

Conclusion

The preliminary results for this survey analysis
demonstrate that low trust levels in the police

force motivate individuals to participate in

contentious activities. This finding needs to be
further explored by scholars studying
authoritarian institutions, de mocratization, and
autocratic reversals, since one of the main
assertions in this line of analysis is that regime
repression is one of the tools for authoritarian

resilience. 17 While authoritarian regimes increase
repression to promote stability and surviva I, this
study shows that the more a regime uses
repression against activists, the more likely they
distrust the police force and that contentious
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activities will ensue. The preliminary results also
demonstrate that scholars should not only focus
on the socio-economic grievances faced by
citizens as a main cause for instability and
contentious activities, but should also analyze
other political and trust variables, which have an
important impact on contentious participation.
Regimes that are undergoing authoritarian
reversals need further investigations, especially
in regards to the rise of contentious activism and
its relation to political trust. The case of Turkey
here begins to sheds light on this relation, but
more analyses should be conducted in other
regimes for more generalizations.

OTHEY MAY REGHORICOMHNES OF
THE GOVERNMENT®

STUDYING POLITICAL BHAVIOR IN AN
INCREASINGLY CLOSEREGION

By Yael Zeira, University of Mississippi

In 2011, ordinary citizens across the Middle East
and North Africa took to the streets to demand
greater freedom and accountability from their

governments. Yet, even in the countries that saw

the largest protests, most citizens did not
participate. What explains individual
participation in risky anti -regime resistance?
Under which conditions will anti -regime
movements achieve the wide participation

necessary for their success? Answering these
qguestions requires individual -level survey data on
citizensb®o political
difficulties of data collection, few such surveys
have been conducted. As a result, we know little
about the drivers of mass participation fiand,
therefore, also about why unarmed protest occurs
and succeeddieven in key cases like the first
Palestinian intifadah. My recently released book,
The Revolution Within: State Institutions and
Unarmed Resistance in Palestine (2019), helps fill
this gap by drawing on a unique survey of
Palestinian participants and nonparticipants in
unarmed resistance against Israeli occupation. 8
With an innovative design developed to mitigate
common pitfalls of survey research in difficult
environments, the survey suggests new

behavi

(o]

1€

methodological directions for MENA researchers
working in an increasingly closed region.

Using surveys to study mass political behavior

The Arab uprisings brought questions regarding
mass political behavior and attitudes to the
forefront of comparative politics researc h on the

Middle East. Long used to study political
participation in advanced industrialized
democracies, survey research offers several
advantages for studying such questions. First,

while surveys vary in their sample size, well -
powered surveys typically i nclude sample sizes of
hundreds or thousands of citizens. Second, these
surveys also typically include both participants

and nonparticipants in anti -regime resistance or
other political behaviors of interest fikey to
comparing the two groups and determining why
their behavior differs. Third, and perhaps most

critically, survey respondents are randomly

selected from fiand therefore reflect ia coun
overall population. As a result, if properly

designed, the inferences drawn from survey
research can be generalized from the survey
sample to the broader population of a country.

Finallyfias evidenced by the recent explosion in
survey experiments in the MENA (see e.g.
Corstange and Marinov 2012; Benstead, Jamal, and
Lust 2015; Bush and Jamal 2015; Masoud, Jamal,
and Nugent 2016; Shelef and Zeira 2017) and
beyondfisurveys can be easily combined with

experiments, in-depth interviews, and other
methods, complementing  their traditional
strengths. 1®

r. Yet , due to t he

At the same time, survey researchers working in
the MENA region face a number of challenges even
when compared to researchers working in other
developing regions. Due to the shrinking of civic
and political space across much of the region,
guestions regarding the protection of survey
respondents and the reliability of their answe rs
have grown ever more acute. Survey researchers

working in the MENA region typically require
official approval from government actors
(including, often informally, intelligence

services), which is increasingly difficult to obtain.
Even when granted, approval often comes at the
cost of near-debilitating restrictions on the scope
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of a research project. To share a personal
anecdote from my early fieldwork in Jordan, my
application to conduct a survey on the Palestinian
national movement in Jordan i although strongly
supported and aided by a local NGOf was returned
saying | could not ask any questions about

OPal estinian organizations©éd:

research. In a refreshingly forthright comment,

the response also added that | would have to
modify some of my questions about social services
0as t hey may reveal t he
government . 6 Gi ven t he
conducting my research in Jordan, | narrowed the
scope of my study to Palestine alone. As other
scholars of the region well know, governm ent
restrictions and lack of access shape what we

study, where we study, and how we study it.

Even when survey researchers receive official
permission for their work or do not require it to
conduct social science research, they fialong with
their research teams and subjectsfiare still
vulnerable to repression and harassment. Surveys
may be seized by state and nonstate actors alike,
requiring special attention to the protection of
subjects. As a result, survey respondents may be
justifiably wary and even fear ful of participating
in even the most carefully designed survey
research, resulting in survey non-response and
potentially also causing social desirability bias (as
subjects misreport illegal, unsanctioned, or
officially disapproved behavior). These ethica |
and methodological challenges are particularly
acute for MENA researchers working on sensitive
topics, such as political conflict and violence or
inter -group relations. In this case, researchers can
often only gain access to subjects well after the
conflict or events of interest are over, potentially
resulting in recall bias. While these challenges are
not unique to survey researchers alonei
qualitative and other quantitative scholars also
face themfthe large scale and scope of survey
research make it particularly visible and,
therefore, vulnerable.

Surveying Palestinians and recalling the past

The survey that provides the main evidence for my

book, The Revolution Within, was designed to
mitigate and address these challenges. In order to

1;

explain the puzzle of participation in unarmed
protest against repressive regimesfiin this case,
Palestinian protest against the Israeli occupation i
the book drew on a randomized survey of nearly
650 participants and nonparticipants in
Palestinian resistance in the Occupied T erritories.
Thish survewd then fifsb dauge -soae suvey of
participants in Palestinian resistance and one of
only a few such surveys carried out worldwide fi
was conducted in 68 localities across the West

s h @ank, cnoludingRalestintah citieshtewns, villages,

napdo refsiged campst Yhe resgonse rate for the
survey was 68 percent. A local Palestinian NGO,
Al-Magdese for Society Development, assisted
with  hiring survey enumerators and other
logistics, and | trained survey enumerators i
mostly newly minted Palestinian colle ge
graduatesfiin survey administration and ethics. 2°

My survey was carefully designed in order to
protect respondents and mitigate two Kkey
methodological challengesfisocial desirability bias
and recall biasfithat | faced in my survey and
other survey researchers working in the MENA also
commonly confront. Social desirability bias refers
to the common desire to present oneself in a
favorable light, which may lead respondents to
overreport socially approved behaviors and
underreport disapproved ones. In the cas e of my
survey, social desirability concerns could lead
Palestinian respondents to falsely report
participation in anti -occupation protestsfia
strongly socially-approved behavior. At the same
time, because such behavior is officially illegal
under lIsraeli law, other respondents may have
feared reporting even long -past participation.
Recall bias, in turn, refers to the inability to
accurately and completely remember past events
and behaviors. Reducing the possibility of such
bias was also an important concern for my study,
a quasi-historical study focusing on the first
Palestinian intifadah and the decade leading up to
the uprising (1978 to 1989). However, because
recall bias increases sharply as little as two years
after an event of interest and subsequently levels
off (Groves et al. 2011, 213 -18),%! it potentially
affects a much wider number of studies and is an
underappreciated problem in survey research both
in and out of the MENA.
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Self-administration and life -history calendars

To protect respondents and guard against these
concerns, all political participation questions on
the survey were thus self-administered by
respondents. Self-administration is the gold
standard for collecting sensitive individual -level
data that cannot be collected using group -level
methods like list experiments (Corstange2009,
Groves et al. 2011).%2 Using techniques first
developed by Alexandra Scacco (2012) in her
innovative study of riot participation, 23the survey
was administered in such a way that interviewers
and/or outside partie s could not view
respondent sd answers to
them to other characteristics of respondents.
Specifically, the survey questions were divided
into two questionnaires fithe main questionnaire
and a separate questionnaire containing all
sensitive questions about participation fiwhich
were linked by a random number known to me
al one. The respondent
questionnaire by himself while the survey
enumerator waited in a separate room and then
placed it into a separate envelop e from the main
questionnaire, which also contained other
respondent sé6 sensitive
choices were also numbered in such a way to allow
any illiterate respondents to complete the survey
independently in response to the enumerator's
verbal instructions. Thus, for all respondents, the
enumerator did not view the respondent’'s answers
to sensitive questions and could not link these
answers to other characteristics of the respondent
recorded in the main survey questionnaire.
Importantly, th is approach also prevents any third
parties from linking sensitive survey responses to
particular respondents. Thus, even if state
security forces or other actors detain survey
enumeratorsfias when the Palestinian police
briefly detained one of my survey te amsiithey are
unable to link sensitive political information to
respondents either directly or indirectly.

~
Life history calendars improve recall
by be tter reflecting the processes that
people use to retrieve
autobiographical memory.

compl

1€

To alleviate the possibility of recall bias, my
survey also used an innovative design called a life

history calendar or event history calendar ( LHC).

LHCs improve recall by better reflecting the
processes that people wuse to retrieve
autobiographical memory. For example, many
people tend to remember past events

chronologically, working forward in time from less

recent events to more recent ones. LH Cs have a

calendar-like design that better reflects this
chronological process: for each survey question,
the years (or other time periods) are listed
horizontally across the page. This encourages
respondents to recall events chronologically as

sens |WF”| 3y to rgmemier hoy ditferent evgnis dyring

he same time period relate to one another
(oparallel retrieval 0)
they will accurately and completely remember
them. For example, for a question about income,
respondents can remember their y early income by
working forward in time from their starting
|pCO|He gt H"I%il’ j%bsaes gll as bxlrglgting their
income to contemporaneous changes in their
occupational status (e.g. becoming a manager).
This life history calendar design out -performed a
standard survey questionnaire in an experimental

quest ?Og]%aﬂsé)'? qf the two (Bellj et gl., 2001}, and it

has been widely used in public health and other
fields (although not, to my knowledge, in political
science until now). 2 At the same time, like any
other tool, it has some important tradeoffs.
Namely, LHCs increase the length of the survey
and so also increase the risk of respondent
fatigue, survey non-completion, and/or survey
non-response. For this reason, they are probably
best used in surveys where past recall is more
likely to be compromised, whether due to the
recency of the events studied or their salience, as
well as for shorter instruments. Similarly, they are
also more appropriate for studying past events and
behaviors rather than attitudes, which are more
strongly shaped by present-day considerations.
Despite these tradeoffs, the use of LHCs offers
survey researchers in the MENAiwho are often
unable to conduct contemporaneous surveys due
to access restrictionsfiwith a promising new tool
for improving the re liability of their research.

Integrating into and resisting the state

ncrea
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Drawing on these methodological advances, The
Revolution Within systematically analyzes the
drivers of Palestinian participation in unarmed

resistance to | sraelismancupa

finding is that, among groups with high anti -
regime grievances and low internal organizational
strength, integration into state institutions #
schools, prisons, and courtsii paradoxically makes
individuals more likely to resist the state.
Integration in to state -controlled schools
increased the probability of participation in
unarmed resistance to Israeli occupation by as
much as 13 percentage pointsfilarger than the
within -sample effects of socioeconomic status and
other key predictors in the literature fand
exposure to prisons and courts also significantly
increased this probability. Importantly,
integration into these institutions was also
associated with larger and more diverse social
networks, which provide individuals with greater
access to political i nformation. In contrast, it was
not consistently associated with exposure to
nationalist media or other indicators of anti -
occupation grievances. These results suggest that,
in contexts where anti -regime grievances already
run high, integration into state institutions
promotes participation through informational and
organizational advantages that make people
better able, rather than more willing, to protest.

In pointing to these unintended advantages of
state institutions for collective action, the book
thus helps to explain the onset of mass
mobilization in organizationally underdeveloped,
and therefore under -predicted, cases.

The Revolution Within provides fine-grained
survey data on high-risk political participation
that are not usually available to scho lars. Like
most survey-based research in the region,
however, the bulk of its evidence is drawn from a
single case, the Palestinian Territories, and its
findings have not yet been systematically tested
in other contexts. Yet if we want to develop
general explanations and learn general lessons
about phenomena that we care about, we need
comparative survey data. The Arab Barometer
initiative co -founded by Amaney Jamal and Mark
Tessler has made great strides towards this goal,
providing researchers with high -quality

1€

longitudinal survey data on Arab public opinion
across the region, including some countries
previously closed off to survey research. Yet the
vast an@jorityTofi gurvéyowmrk,8including much of
the cutting -edge research being done by Ph.D.
students and junior scholars, is still done in a
single country and not subsequently replicated. As
a result, it is difficult to assess how the context
of a particular study may affect its findings, make
sense of contradictory findings when they do
exist, and draw reliable inferences about the
conditions under which our theories will or will
not hold. These challenges are not unique to the
Middle East and are being recognized and
addressed by scholars in other regions, most
explicitly through the Evidence in Governance and
Pol itics
which seeks to create more generalizable
knowledge by funding and coordinating multiple
studies on the same theme across countries. While
survey researchers in the Middle East may
ultimately arrive at a different model for doing so
than this one, improving the external validity of
survey research in the MENA represents perhaps
the biggest opportunity and challenge for s uch
research going forward.

In conclusion, the Arab uprisings, as well as the
more recent protests in Algeria, Lebanon, and
Sudan, have brought questions regarding mass
attitudes and behavior and survey techniques
designed to answer them to the forefront of
research in Middle East politics. Yet, despite the
flourishing of survey research on the Middle East
and an increasingly mature survey infrastructure
in the region, survey researchers within the MENA
face arguably greater challenges than ever before.
Drawing on The Revolution Within, this essay has
proposed novel tools to meet two of the main
challenges, social desirability bias and recall bias.
In doing so, it hopes to provide new ways forward
for researchers asking sensitive questions in an
increasingly closed and difficult environment.
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RELIGIOUS IDEOLOGYR®PARTICULARISTIC
BENEFITS?

EXPLAI NI NG E HMNBTBALISHCCESS

IN TUNISIA

By Lindsay J. Benstead, Portland State
University

Scholars are interested in understanding why
parties develop constituencies during transitional
elections and what role ideology and
particularistic benefits play in attracting and
maintaining voters. In the case of Arab and Muslim
countries, researchers seek to explain why
citizens support Islamist parties. Yet, while so me
scholarly research finds that supporters are more
observant and religiously conservative than those
who vote for other parties, many studies also
suggest that electoral behavior is shaped by
complex political, social, and economic factors,
including the constraints on access to public
services created by authoritarian regimes (Wegner
2017; Brumberg 2002; Catusse and Zaki 2005;
Elsayyad and Hanafy 2014; Fourati, Gratton, and
Grosjean 2016; Robbins 2014; Tessler 1997;
Pellicer and Wegner 2014; Garcia-Rivero and Kotzé
2007; Masoud 2019 . Il mportantly,
social embeddedness and organizational capacity
allows them to reach citizens outside existing
clientelistic networks with high -quality services
and charity to attract voters (Gidengil and
Karakoc 2016; Clark 2004a, b; Brooke 2019;
Cammett and Jones Luong 2014).

Yet existing |literature
support has so far drawn largely, though not
exclusively, from qualitative evidence. Those
studies that utilize survey research typi cally lack
the items needed to test a clientelistic
explanation of I sl ami st

My work seeks to address this gap. Drawing on a
unique method | adapted from classic studies of
constituency service in the United States and
Great Britain (Cain, Ferejohn, and Morris 1987) as
part of my dissertation research in Morocco and
Algeria, | tested the role that constituency service
by parliamentarians plays in explaining the

expl

part

20
el ector al success of Ennahd:
transitional elections. Th rough this new

application of survey research after the Arab
uprisings, | find that, more than other parties,
Ennahda reaches out with constituency service to
citizens who are relatively marginalized from
formal political networks, including women and
more religious Tunisians (Abdel-Samad and
Benstead 2016; Arat 2005; Ayata 1996; Benstead
2016; Clark and Schwedler 2003; Philbrick Yadav
2014; White 2002).
along with its better developed organizational
capacityfienabled Ennahda to translate its
constituency service into electoral gains more
effectively than other parties, even if it
ultimately did not prevail against the new party,
Nida Tounes, in 2014.

My research challenges the conventional wisdom
that religious ideology alone ex pl ai ns
electoral success and supports the claim that its
success stems from its distinct organizational
features, social embeddedness, and cohesiveness.
By focusing on the individual constituent as the
unit of analysis and using classic questionnaire
batteries from studies of legislative behavior in
the United States, | capture the universe of

sl %iﬂ‘zieﬁ-f)arlign"i‘ehtgrfar? i?utgractions and bring it

to bear on an important research question in
Middle East political science. This technique
provides a comparable measure of how and why
Islamist and non-Islamist parties differ in their
capacity and strategy and thus sheds light on why
are more or less electorally successful in
particular contexts. This new stream of evidence,

when i trigngulageld a mwiths t quanttatt ivee sadid

guantitative data gathered by other researchers,
is invaluable for answering important theoretical
questions in Middle East political science and
integrating it into comparative politics cross -

regienélly.e |l ect or al success.

Tunisiads first democr ati

In the run-up to the Constituent Assembly on
October 23, 2011 in Tunisiafithe first free and fair
elections ever held in the country fivoters were
faced with the choice between more than a
hundred parties. These parties fell on a spectrum
of ideological views on the role of religion in

Mor eoiver
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political life, but there were perceived
organizational differences across the parties as
well. On one end of the spectrum was the
relatively more cohesive and organized Islamist
party, Ennahda, and on the other were hundreds
of new, more personalistic non -Islamist parties.
Ennahda was distinct in the minds of voters, who
saw it as unique from other parties based not only
on its religious platform but also its more robust
organizational capabilities ( Benstead, Lust,
Malouche, and Wichmann 2014). Although it was
not legally allowed to compete in elections until
2011, Ennahda developed deep social roots since
its founding in 1981, allowing it to quickly develop
a national grassroots organization following the
2010 to 2011 uprising that ousted the Ben Ali
regime. As Wolf (2017) writes:
oal t hough t he Ennahda
public eye for two decades, it still enjoyed a
vast network of supporters who had never
identified with the
|l egacyéin a
established 2,064 Ennahda offices, including
twenty -four bureaus representing different
governorateséSuch
strategies, combi ned
institutional and organisational leverage, gave
the party an immense advantage over its
secular counterparts, whose structures were

mainly limited to the coastal areas and the
capital o -13dnp. 131

Ennahda would win a plurality (37 percent of

seats) in the Constituent Assembly elections on
October 23, 2011. Two years later in 2014,
Ennahda again contested the parliamentary
elections. While it lost some vote share to a new

big-tent party representing some element of the

old-guard, Ennahda was still able to capture 28
percent of the seats in parliament.

The Tunisian Post -Electio n Survey (TPES)

I n 2012, bet ween Tuni si
elections held in 2011 and 2014, Ellen Lust, Dhafer
Malouche, and | conducted a nationally -
representative survey of 1,202 Tunisians that we
hoped would provide a better understanding of

voter behavior. Embedded in the survey were
guestions about citizen interactions with Tunisian

parliamentarians. | developed this novel approach
part of my dissertation research in Morocco and

21

Algeria by adapting classic questionnaires on
constituency service and voting behavior in the US
and the UK (Cain, Ferejohn, and Morris 1987). |
found that 15 percent of Moroccans and 10 percent
of Algerians requested constituency services from
a parliamentarian in the preceding four years. Yet

relatively few fionly about 5 perce ntfiof Tunisians
reported having asked a member of the
Constituent Assembly elected in 2011 for help
during the previous year. While this was not a
small proportion when comparing Tunisia with a
developed democracy, it was lower than in

neighboring authorit arian regimes, Morocco and
Algeria (albeit over a longer time period).

Expl aining
The survey also asked which party the respondent

v%tgdef(g'r in 3011, Amoorﬁg regp%nedents, 31 percent
did not vote, 40 percent voted for a non -Islamist

count r ypary, and p9ppersentdvotede foruEnrmhda. Since
p ehari sixdveekd they e s s tHe official turnout was 54 percent in the 2011

Constituent Assembly elections, this question

el abor afightly ovegestimatesyvpting, which is a common
wi tptoblem b elacdiondsargeys as a result of social

desirability bias. But the survey estimates were
very close to the actual election results. When
asked about which party they would vote for
tomorrow, 70 percent said they did not plan to

vote or did not know for which party, 16 percent

said they would vote for a non -Islamist party, and
14 percent said they would vote for an Islamist
party. This reveals that one year after the first

transitional elections fiand two years before the
next elections would be held in 2014 fia majority
were unengaged or undecided.

The survey reveal ed t hat
parliamentarians were much more active than
other parties in reaching citizens and that their
ser}/icv\?(i)ntere%ctriogsnyiselidetdigroe%tea[ Truit in terms
of  attracting undecided  voters. Twenty
respondents reported accessing help from
Ennahda while only six respondents contacted
another party. Thus, while Ennadha held 37
percent of the seats in the Constituent Assembly,
according to the survey, it was responsible for 77
percent of constituent service interactions
reported in the country as a whole. Further,
respondents who interacted with Ennahda always

Ennahdads EIl ector al

Enna
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mentioned the party name, while those who
interacted with other parties sometimes named a
candidate instead of a party, indicative of the
Ennahdaés stronger party i

Clientelistic linkages also strengthened electoral
support for Ennahda more effectively than similar
interactions between citizens and members of
other parties. In 2011, Ennahda voters were more
likely to be male, religious, poorer, less educated,
less affluent, and urban than those who voted for
other parties or no party at all. By 2012,
Ennahdads voter base was
extent by citizens who supported a strong role of
religion in politics. Decided Ennahda voters were
also disproportionately those ci tizens whom the
party had reached through constituency service by
Ennahda parliamentarians. Importantly, relatively
few of those who were served by an Ennahda
member had voted for the party in 2011. But those
who reported a constituency service interaction
with Ennahda were more likely to continue to
support the party in 2014 than those who had no
such interaction. This indicates that both religious
ideology as well as particularistic benefits in the
form of constituency service contributed to the
developmen t of Ennahdaés voter

Conclusions: The importance of comparisons
between Islamist and non -Islamist parties

This research challenges the conventional wisdom
t hat religious ideol ogy
electoral success. It also allows f or a direct test
of the role that Ennahdads
and constituency service plays in explaining its
electoral success. More often than other parties,
Ennahda reached out to citizens who are relatively
more marginalized from power, includin g co-
religionists and women (Abdel-Samad and
Benstead 2016; Arat 2005; Ayata 1996; Benstead
2016; Clark and Schwedler 2003; Philbrick Yadav
2014; White 2002). And this strategy fialong with
its better developed organizational capacity and
party cohesivenessiienabled Ennahda to translate
its constituency service into electoral gains more
effectively than other parties, even it if
ultimately did not prevail against the new party,
Nida Tounes, in 2014.

al
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Scholars can gain new insights by
focusing on a particular political

nsti thhokds® m& hhe Zudhit iof Bnalysis and
comparing the frequency and success of
such interactions across pol itical
actors.

This paperfiand the larger project of which it is a
partfiillustrates an important methodological
insight about the value of survey research in
general and the use of classic questionnaires from
studies of legislative behavior in the United States
ma goetudy @lectbral poditicslinatfas®idnal regimes.
Many scholars who study Islamist parties or
politicians from particular groups fisuch as female
or Islamist female parliamentarians fifocus their
research on these groups themselves while paying
less attention to members of other political
parties or social groups (e.g., non-Islamist parties
or male parliamentarians). Yet scholars can gain
new insights by focusing on a particular political
process as the unit of analysisfiin this case the
constituency service interaction fiand comparing
the frequency and success of such interactions
across political actors (i.e., comparing Islamist
and non-Islamist parties, male and female
b @tzeénd). BY doing $olitdis possible to capture the
universe of citizen -parliamentarian interactions
for all political parties and to utilize it as a
reliable measure of the extent to which ideology

and constituency service explains electoral
success. Tpis new str%am of evidepce, when
one ex ai ns nnahdaos

triangulated with  other quantitative and
guantitative datta.collectiqn, can be inval.ue%ble for

organi zationa capacit, .
answering important theoretical questions in
Middle East political science and integrating it
into comparative politics cross -regionally.

THE RESILIENCE OF ARE R |
MOVEMENT

AG6S PROTEST

By Sharan Grewal, College of William & Mary

Seven months after overthrowing President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, Algerians are still in the
streets. Mass protests have continued every Friday
since Bouteflikabs ouster
authorities to not just reshuffle the leadership but
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initiate a complete change of the political system.

Most scholars and obsrvers agree that continued
protests after the ouster of a dictator can put
pressure on elites to follow through on
commitments to democratize. 2°> However, seven
months in, the Algerian regime has yet to budge,
seemingly hoping for the protests to fizzle out and
for non-protesters to grow tired of the protests.
Indeed, recent scholarship suggests that
continued protests can be a double -edged sword,
potentially driving non -protesters to grow
frustrated not only with protests but with
democracy more generally. 26

This discussion raises the question: to what extent

have we seen protest fatigue in Algeria, both

among protesters and non-protesters? Are each of
these groups just as committed to the cause as
they were back in April when Bouteflika fell?

Surveying Alger i ads wuprising
An online survey of Algerians that has been
ongoing since April can help to answer these
questions.?” Since April 1, my colleagues M.Tabhir

Kilavuz, Robert Kubinec, and | have been fielding

N
1)

a survey in Algeria through advertisements on
Facebook.?® The advertisements have been shown
to all Algerian Facebook users over 18 years old
and living in Algeria. Clicking on the
advertisement takes users to Qualtrics, where
they complete a consent form and then fill out the
survey.?® (You <can read more about the
methodology, and how we screen for bots or other
irregularities, here).

The Facebook sample is of course not nationally
representative. Only about 45 percent of Algerians
(about 19 million) are on Facebook. 3 As Table 1
indicates, compared to the general population,
the Facebook sample skews more urban and better
educated, among other biases. 3! However, on key
political attitudes, such as support for democracy,
frustration with the economy, and trust in the
police, the Facebook survey obtains relatively
similar results to the most recent wave of the Arab
Barometer. Despite that, there are likely
unmeasured psychological differences between
the general population and the subset activ e on
Facebook and willing to take surveys advertised
there.

Table 1: Representativeness of Facebook Survey in Algeria

Census (%) Arab Barometer (%) Facebook Ads (%)
Female 49 50 46
Age < 30 55 40 51
College-educated 48 25 61
Algiers 8 9 16
Unemployed 12 21 21
Democracy-Best Government 68 61
Democracy-Suitable 52 56
Economy Bad or Very Bad 85 91
Trust Police 48 52
N 41,320,000 2,332 10,441
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While not nationally representative, surveying the
Facebook population offers several advantages
over traditional surveys. First, as an online
survey, it does not put any survey team in danger,
a real concern in a repressive state like Algeria.
Second, we were able to ask more sensitive
qguestions than would be permitted in traditional
surveys requiring government approval. The Arab
Barometer, for instance, could not ask about trust
in the government or parliament let alone the
military. Third, Facebook allows us to target
advertisements to users with specific interests.
We targeted one set of ads to Alge rians with an
interest in the military in order to oversample
military personnel (excluded in this paper).

~d

nThis long -term survey permits us,
cross-sectionally, to trace changes
over time within the Algerian Facebook
population

Perhaps the most important advantage is that it is
significantly cheaper than traditional surveys,
allowing us to generate a much larger sample and

24

field the survey for a much longer period of time.
We have fielded the survey continuously since
April 1, generating a sample of more than 14,000
Algerians (including the oversampling of military
personnel, excluded in this piece). This long -term
survey permits us, cross-sectionally, to trace
changes over time within the Algerian Facebook
population.

Measuring oOprotest

The survey therefore allows us to explore the
guestion at hand: to what extent are Algerians

still committed to the goals and tactics of the
ohi r akthe protest movement? We begin by
examining attitudes toward the over -arching goal
of the protest movement: a complete change of

the political system. Figure 1 plots the percent

who support or strongly support a complete
change among two subsets: protesters, defined as
those who self-report participating in at least one

protest since February, and non -protesters, who
have not.

Algeria: Support for Systemic Change
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Source: Online survey conducted by Grewal et al (2019)
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As can be seen, the vast majority of protesters and
non-protesters continue to support syste mic
change. In fact, support for a complete change of
the political system has grown over time among
both protesters (78 to 89 percent) and non -
protesters (64 to 74 percent). Nine months into
the protests, there has been little if any fatigue
in support for the goals of the movement.

However, while the Algerian Facebook population
remains committed to the hirakd s goal s
appears to be some disillusionment with the
particular tactic of protests. Figures 2 and 3 plot

28

the percent of respondents who support the
protests and want protests to continue,
respectively. As can be seen, support for the
protests has slightly fallen from 94 to 80 percent
among those who have protested, and from 67 to
58 percent among non-protesters. Similarly, those
who want the pr otests to continue has fallen from
93 to 71 percent among those who have protested,
and from 76 to 58 percent among non -protesters.
It is important to reiterate that a majority of each
Hroup céontinues to support the protests; but there
has been a slight decline over time, particularly
since August.

Algeria: Support for the Protests
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Algeria: Protests should continue
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Dwindling concessions for protesters

One way to make sense of these seemingly

disparate trends is to distinguish between the
goals and tactics of the protest movement. While
Algerians remain committed to the goal of
systemic change, there may be growing doubt over
whether protests will be able to achieve that goal.

At first, the weekly Friday protests were regularly
met with additional concessions. %2 Between April
and July, the protests succeeded in toppl ing not
just President Bouteflika, but also his brother and
advisor Said, two former prime ministers, a
legendary  spymaster,®  several prominent
businessmen, and other ministers and politicians.
The protests, at first, seemed to be producing
systemic change.

Since August, however, these concessions have

become fewer and farther between. The regime
has been unwilling to concede to one of the
protestersd most vocal
interim president Abdelkader Bensalah and Prime
Minister Noureddine Bedoui, both of whom are
remnants of the Bouteflika regime. Instead, the

regime has tried to reimpose a roadmap by once
again calling for presidential elections, currently
slated for December with a line -up of five
Bouteflika-era officials. Meanwhile, the reg ime
has stepped up its repression of the protest
movement, arresting both opposition leaders and
demonstrators.

With protests winning fewer concessions, support
for the tactic of protesting may have dimmed,

even while support for systemic change has
increased. If this trend continues, it may set the

stage for some in the movement to adopt new
tactics. Calls began in August for civil
disobedience, 3 potentially encompassing strikes
and sit-ins beyond the transitory marches and
protests. Late October then saw strikes by various
labor unions and judges, while rumors have begun
circulating for a general, nationwide strike as

well.

dema nlle1 %hprt, tlhen Brotersterrm\éem%nf shgv*s no signs of

abating. Nine months in, demands for systemic
change have only grown. However, as protests
struggle to achieve that goal, support may grow
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for complementing protests with strikes or sit -ins.
But what remains clear is that the regime has been
unable to appease, repress, or tire out the
protesters.

Beyond addressing these substantive quegions,
this piece has also highlighted one potential
benefit of conducting surveys through Facebook
advertisements. While not nationally
representative, the lower cost of these surveys
allows one to keep the survey running for longer,
permitting us, cross -sectionally, to track change
over time. Especially when examining questions
like protest fatigue, such surveys can be
particularly useful.

SURVEYING NUCLEAR ATTUDES IN THE
MIDDLE EAST:

PERCEPTIONS, MISPEE®@TIONS, AND FUTURERESEARCH

By Matt Buehler, University of Tennessee

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) has
recently experienced what Mehran Kamrava has
dubbed a onucl ear® Sinen2000s s a
nearly a dozen Arab states have either launched
nuclear energy programs or declared intent to
develop advanced civilian nuclear technology.
Most notably, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has
aggressively pursued a nuclear energy program,
while Jordan, Algeria, Morocco, and Saudi Arabia
have each undertaken major steps to develop
nuclear energy. Morocco has had an active nuclear
research program since the mid-1980s, with an
operational research reactor at its Maamora site
since 2009.%% Even Tunisia, with its economic
problems following the 2011 revolution, has shown
interest in civilian nuclear energy, sig ning a deal

in 2016 with Pwmdruadasreastbrat e
vendor company, Rosatom, to help develop its
civilian nuclear program. ¥ Kuwait started a
civilian nuclear program in 2009, but abandoned

it for fear that a meltdown fion the scale of
Chernobylficoul d | eave this entire

YEATE Ui O O OEA 5T EOAOOEOL
Center Jr. Center for Public Policy and Institute for Nuclear
Security for their financial support for this project.

territory uninhabitable. 38

How do ordinary Arab citizens feel about these
nuclear programs? Few studies have analyzed
public attitudes toward the burgeoning nuclear
programs of Arab states in the MENA. We know
little a bout how Arab citizens view these
progr ams?d possi bl e benefi
aftereffects on intra -regional relations, and their
repercussions for international treaties and
organizationsf especially the 1968
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
Tracking citizensd attitudes t
programs furnishes a richer, more complete
understanding of their origins, development, and

future potential in the MENA.

t s a

~

n

Contemporary methods of survey
research can help explore individual -
level variation in attitudes toward the
MENA & s nuckar programs

Contemporary methods of survey research can
help explore individual -level variation in attitudes

toward t he MENAG s new nucl e
ncel Paborating with the Univers

Howard H. Baker Jr. Center for Public Policy and

the Institute for Nuclear Security, in 2016 |

launched a 2000-respondent nationally -

representative survey in Morocco, one of the Arab

wor |l dds aspiring nucl ear ener ¢

has had an active nuclear energy research program

since the 1980s, so it is reasonable to expect that

most its citizens will have at least a basic
understanding of their country
nuclear power.% Ot her Ar ab statesd
programs are newer (most have been established
since 2000) , s o0 citizens©®o
more hypothetical and less based on historical
knowledge. Of course, survey evidence gleaned
from one country case study is limited, though it
provides a starting-point for more research.
Future studies might seek to examine how
attitudinal trends from Morocco about nuclear
sréagramd eith®r Upatalley BrS contradict pu blic

unde
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APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019



APSAMENA FALL 2019

opinion in other MENA states.

Exploring Nuclear Attitudes in the Middle East:
Preliminary Results from Morocco

My Moroccobased survey revealed two Kkey
findings in attitudinal trends. First, nuclear
energy has widespread support among ordinary
Moroccans. My survey found that only 19 percent
of citizens think that nuclear power should be
banned worldwide, while 71 percent disagreed
with that proposition. This indicates considerable
popular support for nuclear energy in Morocco,
specifically. It may s uggest, more broadly, that
such support could exist in neighboring Arab
countries as well, though new surveys are needed
to confirm if this is true.

More research, however, should explore which
types of citizens are more or less supportive of
nuclear power. This approach would parallel
research in the U.S. and Western European
countries, where past studies have assessed
variation in public support for nuclear energy. “°
Generally, research from the advanced
industrialized countries shows that specific
demographic, educational, and generational
cohorts can have either more or less support for
nuclear energy. The few studies of this topic in

t he Mi ddlI e East, not abl vy
Jillian Schwedl erds studi
citizens with concerns about the environmental
and fiscal costs of nuclear energy tend to oppose
itt*Pr el i minarily, my
variabl es I i ke citizens?d
post-materialist values % and their level of
nationalism may influence their supp ort for (or
opposition to) civilian nuclear energy.

Second, my survey results illustrate how nuclear
politics interact with intraregional relations

amongst MENA states in different ways that
support and contradict previous analysis. For
example, one result confirms conventional wisdom
on Il srael 8s nucl ear
has never officially confirmed or denied that it

possesses nuclear weapons, and practices a policy
of nuclear opacity (amimut), scholars and
policymakers nearly universally agr ee that it does

program.

28

have them.“* Surveyed Moroccans concur, with
over 90 percent of citizens affirming that Israel
does have a nuclear program for military purposes,
like building nuclear bombs. Despite the fact that
Israel has never publicly tested a nuclear b omb,
which constitutes the
a stateds nuclear weapons
Moroccans nonetheless overwhelmingly agree with

scholars and policymakers that it does have them.

Respondents also seem to have accurate
informatio n about Egypt os
program. Egypt aggressively pursued building a
nuclear weapon in the 1960s but formally
abandoned this initiative by 1973 to support

establishing a nuclear weapons free zone in the
MENA# Most Moroccans seem to understand this
facet of regional history, as over 73 percent do

not think Egypt has a nuclear program for military

purposes. Yet it is somewhat unclear why this is
so, and may relate to coverage in the local media

or to knowledge of
treaty with lIsrael. In effect, Moroccans may
presume that Egypt has eschewed a nuclear
weapons program given the absence of a strategic
threat from Israel, as had existed in the 1960s and

1970s.

Ip gontpast, othereresylis gfrom thip pattery of

gluestigns rceniaflict copvgngienal twisgomg they
suggest that ordinary Moroccans may have some
misunderstandings about nuclear politics and

sur veyds infrafegignak relationsgagneng tMENA, gtates. For
d e gXa@ple, owhiley Mprageans ¢ bavey accurate

information about Egyptods
program, they seem to know less about its civilian

nuclear energy program. Even though Egypt has
had a quite active civilian nuclear research

program since the 1955 establishment of the
Egyptian Atomic Energy Authority, nearly 40
percent of Moroccans were unaware of this
programds & x i SSntilarly,c eardinary
Moroccans did not have accurate information

about Pakistands nuclear

everllE V[h%ungh an(i%tgng Qucc&lesgftl.rlllislt etelsted five
nuclear weapons in 1998,% what became known as
the o061 slImbmi ci nbomedi a
percent of Moroccan citizens were unaware that
this country has a nuclear program for military

o0gol

d st
powe

nucl ear

Egypt ds 19°

f or mi
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purposes. Perhaps latent stereotypes about these
two countries have indirectly influenced these
responses. For instance, since Pakistan has a
lower level of economic development than
Morocco (in terms of both its Human Development
Index and GDP per capita rankings), respondents
may presume it doesndt
capacity to possess a nuclear weapon, if Morocco
itself does not have one. However, more research
would be needed to understand why certain
information is accurate or not.

My surveyof6s questions al
Moroccans did not have fully accurate information
concerning Il rands
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), which was
formally signed in October 2015 and practically
i mpl emented in January
civilian nuclear program under IAEA safeguards,
significantly reducing the chances such technology
could be diverted f or military purposes. 4’ The
agreement
nuclear program, if dedicated solely to peaceful
purposes (like energy production) and placed
under safeguards specified in the NPT.*® Despite
these changes, however, about 70 percent of
Moroccan citizens in my survey (which was
compl et ed four mont hs
implementation) overwhelmingly believed that
Iran still had a nuclear program for military
purposes. This finding suggests that some
Moroccans may concur with Emily Landau that Iran
practices 0strategic
realSibnce negotiations
program received extensive media coverage in
Morocco, and generally had high issue salience
throughout the MENA, these opinions of Moroccan
respondents may reflect underlying anti -Shia or
anti-lranian biases or general distrust of Iran,
rather than direct answers to the survey
qguestions.

My survey®os resul ts
citizens perceive certain countries as having
nuclear weapons, which have never formally
tested them or have put their civilian nuclear

programs under IAEA safeguards. Further, many
citizens view certain countries as not having
nuclear weapons, which in fact do have them. This

nucl ear

ensures Il rands

suggest
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point also holds true for civilian nuclear ene rgy.
Often these attitudinal trends do not constitute
majorities of the respondent sample, yet they
nonetheless show significant misperceptions about
nuclear politics in the MENA among ordinary
citizens. These findings are important, because

h a vthey stiggest that @ecisian imakars who make policy

about nuclear programs do so in a low information
environment, where their own constituents and
those of neighboring states may have numerous
misunderstandings about nuclear programs and
their intent. Such misunderstandi ngs could
Sphogo\lfvee %[rat(?ghs arr}ispeE)c?paiqn%, aIeracg)'ng some

citizensfifor examplefito feel unnecessarily

ptrhorgeraatme.ne‘PhebyJo?ntnei ghboring

nuclear energy program that they mistake for a
nuclear weapons one. Not only do such strategic

201 gnjsper%eptigrksefé)sterl ffméi%tya among ordinary

citizens, but they could also possibly stimulate
public pressure for pro -proliferation policymaking
or future nuclear cascades.

right t o a civilian

Future Research

Extending this research, | can see four potentially
fruitful future research topi ¢ s
nuclear attitudes in the Middle East and North
Africa. First, the development of civilian nuclear

af t eghergytpfo§ramstd&eR QoA 8céur in a vacuum, but

must be weighed against other energy policy
optionsfisolar, wind, natural gas, and oil. In
investing tax monies, MENA politicians will ask
citizen taxpayers to weigh the costs and benefits

decept bfhikleat dhergy Mis€a-vid diher eBergly programs.
ar ou mdditbda@duReéy rsdatch Qn@the region could

help to track how much ordinary citizens
understand the t rade-offs between different types
of energy policies. Future surveys, for example,
could assess whether citizens find that the
regional prestige accompanying nuclear energy
outweighs its potential expense and
environmental risks. % Similarly, surveys could
determine  whether citizens consider the
epvifopmenty pengfits \pp solgrcapdywind energy
greater than the reliability of nuclear energy,

which provides more consistent electrical current
for large -scale industrial operations essential for
the economy.

Second, although scholars have examined the link

regarding

C i
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between nuclear energy and nuclear weapons, %
we know little about how ordinary citizens view
this relationship. Do they fully understand the
difference between the two, or do they presume
inaccurately that th e former necessarily produces
the latter? The process of converting nuclear

energy technology into nuclear weapons
technology is complex and often requires
considerable extra expertise in uranium

enrichment, ignition and delivery mechanisms,
and other ancillary technology. Future research,
however, might try to unearth the circumstances
under which ordinary citizens would support
diverting civilian nuclear technology for military
purposes.

Third, we know little about how citizens of the
MENA region view international organizations,
notably the IAEA, in the arena of nuclear politics.
This organization conducts inspections and
monitoring iwhich some Arab autocrats have
described as invasive® fito ensure nuclear
materials are under adequate safeguards as
specified by NPT treaty obligations. Do citizens
support allowing foreigners (and often
Westerners) access t o t
facilities if it means that in return they will
receive international assistance in nuclear
technology development from the IAEA? It seems
likely that historical memories of both colonial
occupation and Western military intervention,
respectively, could shape variation in Arab citizen
trust (or distrust) in the IAEA and its inspection
process. Yet only future survey research could
uncover, document, and track such attitudinal

3C

trends.

Fourth, we know little about how citizens see the
role of nuclear weapons statesiespecially the
United States, France, Russia, and Chinafithat
often act as foreign patrons, furnishing technical
assistance for nuclear programs in the MENA. In
pursuing full -scale nuclear energy power plants,
Arab states have nearly always sought the
assistance of international vendors from foreign
countries for purchasing nuclear technology and
reactors. Many of these vendors are either purely
state-owned or public -private hybrid
corporations. To buy its nuclear reactors, the
United Arab Emirates contracted a quasi-
governmental South Korean company (the Korea
Electric Power Corporation), which underbid U.S.,
Russian, and French companies. Jordan, by
contrast, has reached outfilike Tunisiafito forge
agreements with Russi ads
deals not only can serve as a major financial boon
for foreign countries fi South Korea earned about
$20 billion from its deal with the Emir ati
government%ibut can also provide exceptional
opportunities for these states to expand their soft
powers tira tteed SMENA u tbrougla r manipulative
contracting and loan arrangements. % In this vein,
it could be interesting to run a survey assessing
which foreign vendoriU.S., Russian, South
Korean, Chinese, or Frenchficitizens trust more as
a collaborating partner in purchasing nuclear
reactors. Such a study would help to inform U.S.
and western policymakers best strategies to help
mitigate growing Russian influence i n the MENA.

Ros at
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TEXT AS DATA

APPLICATIONS OF AUTMATED TEXT ANALYSISN THE MIDDLE EAST AD NORTH AFRICA

How do political parties in Tunisia present their economic platforms? How do Saudi political activists
and their online followers change their social m edia behavior after arrest? How do Syrian state -owned
media promote the political agenda of the state? These are just some of the types of questions that
researchers are answering today using new text-as-data approaches.% Text-as-data applications have
experienced a notable increase over the last decade as digitization of documents and the Internet make
large corpora of texts more accessible and as greater computing power makes the processing of such
texts more feasible. The study of Middle East politics is no exception.

We organized this symposium to highlight the new work being done using Arabic language and text -as-
data methods, to address some of the risks and rewards of adopting these methods, and to familiarize
the Arabic-language research community with what remains a relatively new methodological approach
in comparative political science. %

The contributions included in this newsletter illustrate the wide variety of texts that can be analyzed
using new computational methods: (1) religious texts 57 (2) party platforms 58 (3) social media % and (4)
traditional news media .% These articles highlight how bodies of Arabic text can be analyzed to uncover
new puzzles, measure key patterns of language usage, or make inferences about political behavior by
key actors in the region. For example, Richard Nielsen discusses how male and female Salafi preachers
appeal to different types of authority in their religious discourse. 9!

In addition to exploring various kinds of corpora for text analysis, each of the contribution s details

their methodological approaches and the challenges they faced. Broadly, these challenges include

decisions about preprocessing the Arabic text data (e.g. dealing with distinguishing proper nouns from

other words in the absence of capitalization a nd what types of stopwords to remove %) and decisions

about how to analyze the data (e.g. using supervised or unsupervised methods). 8 Nat han Gr ub man
project on party ideology is an example of an unsupervised approach to ideological scaling, while

Alexandra Si egel and Jennifer Pands article on soci al medi a
methods. %

Importantly, the authors each illustrate the way that a deep understanding of the region and the texts

is pivotal to using text as data methods. Text analysis points to the importance of language learning,
deep thinking about the meaning of words, and recognizing the limits of automated methods. Once a
researcher has developed her own understanding of the purposeful and delicate ways language is us ed,
she can make decisions about how to process the text, what type of approach to use, or how to work
with research assistants to classify texts. The authors included in this symposium reflect on engaging
in that process in their own research.

Close knowledge of the region also helps researchers to think carefully about the ethical issues
associated with using text-assdat a met hods. Al ad Alrababadh di scusses i
the ethical concerns around ensuring that online access to the ne wspapers is not disrupted for other

readers when researchers are scraping the websites. And Alex Siegel addresses the debates around
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hi ghlighting an online individual ds soci al media activi
ethical issues shouldr e mai n at the forefront of researcherso discu

Looking Ahead

If the recent uptick in social science research using text -as-data methods with Arabic language is any
indication, these approaches will continue to develop and grow in political science . Work using
computational text analysis methods in other languages offers some ideas about possible new avenues
for research using these tools with Arabic, including: (1) literature, political theory texts, and
textbooks % (2) candidate platforms and manif estos® (3) open-ended survey questions, interview
transcripts, or personal narratives ¢ (4) political speeches and press releases % and (5) diplomatic
records, judicial decisions, and other government documents .69

Furthermore, from a methodological perspect ive, it would be interesting to see more work exploring
technical aspects of Arabic text analysis. For instance, should analysis of Arabic traditional and social
media incorporate French texts, particularly in former French colonies, and how consequential is that
decision?® Do the results of automated text analysis of Arabic differ after stemming versus
lemmatization? Because Arabic relies on a strong root system, lemmatization could also be a powerful
way to analyze the language.

Despite advances in Goode Translate, automated language translation from Arabic performs more
poorly than other major languages (and does not translate colloquial Arabic), and Arabic language
remains underrepresented in artificial intelligence applications more broadly. 7 Based on my own
experience working in Arabic, for these reasons, automated translation from Arabic often fails to
capture the meaning of a phrase or the correct translation of specific words within a given phrase.
Thus, in analyzing computer -translated Arabic tex ts, the bag-of-words assumption could be violated. 72
The works highlighted in this newsletter do not use automated language translation, and, in the short

to medium term, that is likely to remain the gold standard for Arabic automated text analysis.

Some Arabic Text Analysis Resources

Rich Nielsen, one of the contributors to this newsletter, has developed stemmers for both Arabic ( Arabic
Stemmer) and Persian (Persian Stemmer). Additionally, there are many resources that have been
developed outside of political science with applications to Arabic text -as-data analysis. For instance,
the Computational Approaches to Modeling Language (CAMel Lab is a research lab at New York
University Abu Dhabi focused on Arabic language analysis, and the Stanford University Natural Language
Processing Group has developed software that can also process Arabic language texts (Stanford
CoreNLDP.

As highlighted by this collection of essays on recent research that employs Arabic text as data methods,
there are many research questions & both new and old & to which these methods can contribute. We
hope that by featuring this work, we provoke further discussion around the promise and pitfalls of these
methods, particularly as it relates to Arabic language texts, and encourage scholars to familiarize
themselves with these methods, if not add these tools to their repertoire.

0 Alexandra Blackman, New York University - Abu Dhabi
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USING SOCIAL MEDIAATA TO STUDY ARAB
POLITICS

By Alexandra A. Siegel, Stanford University

From clerics with millions of online followers and
government-sponsored bot armies, to activists
organizing and individuals discussing politics,
elites and everyday citizens across the Arab World
are increasingly using social media tools to
achieve their political goals. Taking advantage of
the real -time digital footprints that these diverse
actors leave online, social media data offers
opportunities to measure political behavior in the
Arab World and other comparative contexts.
Additionally, social media use for political
purposes has tangible offline consequences and is
itself a political phenomenon of interest. Here |
describe how social media data can be used to
both study political behavior in the Arab World as
well as explore the role that social media is
playing in Arab politics. | then lay out a set of
resources and tools for collecting and analyzing
social media data, and discuss practical
limitations and ethical and challenges in using this
data for polit ical science research.

Using social media data to study political
behavior

In the Arab World, there is high social media
penetration and online platforms are widely used
by elites and everyday citizens to discuss politics
and achieve political goals, mak ing social media
data a particularly valuable resource for political
scientists.”® In particular, there are several
structural affordances of social media data that
enable us to measure political behavior. First,
because social media use is near constantii with
hundreds of millions of users leaving digital traces
on online platforms every day by posting,
commenting, tweeting, liking, and sharing
contentfiit provides researchers with real -time
organic measures of behavior. Second, because of
its networked struct ure, social media data offers
measures of mass and elite behavior on the same
platforms. Third, social media data enables us to
access politically sensitive data from populations
that are often difficult to reach in authoritarian

regimes or conflict settin gs using more traditional
data sources.

A growing body of research from the Arab context
highlights how these affordances facilitate new
studies of mass and elite political behavior in the
region. For example, recent work has used social
media data to: e xplore the short -term dynamics of
military conflict in Gaza, 7 develop real-time
measure of transnational ideological diffusion
across Islamist groups,”® and investigate the
dynamics of political polarization in post -coup

Egypt.™

Along these lines, my own work” takes advantage
of the real -time and networked structure of social
media data to assess when religious and political
elites strategically incite sectarian tensions.
Using millions of Arabic language tweets to
construct measures of elite incitement, the
analysis demonstrates that, while Saudi clerics
and royal family members spread hostile sectarian
rhetoric in the aftermath of foreign episodes of
violence, they attempt to rein in this discourse
following domestic episodes of violence.

In another recent project, ® Jennifer Pan and |
examine the political imprisonment of well -known
Saudis to provide the first large -scale, systematic
study of the effects of repression on online
dissent. Analyzing more than 300 million tweets
and Google search data from 2010 to 2017 using
automated text analysis and crowd -sourced human
evaluation of content, the paper tests whether
repression has deterrent or backlash effects. We
show that, although repression deterred
imprisoned Saudis from continuing to dissent
online following their releases, it did not suppress
dissent overall. Observing repression increased
dissentfiincluding criticisms of the ruling family
and calls for regime change fiamong the followers
of those who were imprisoned, and drew public
attention to arres ted Saudis and their causes. By
showing the varied effects of repression on online
dissent, this work helps elucidate the relationship
between repression and dissent in the digital age.
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~S
n access to real -time, networked data
facilitates analysis of the
microdynamics of conflict and mass -
alita intarartinn
As these examples illustrate, access to real -time,
networked data facilitates analysis of the
microdynamics of conflict and mass-elite
interaction. Moreover, given how politically
sensitive sectarianism and dissent are in the Gulf,
it would have been extremely challenging to
collect more traditional data that would prov ide
insights into these political phenomena in Saudi
Arabia.

Social media as a political tool

A second strand of literature focuses on the use of
social media itself as a political tool in the Arab

World. This includes work exploring the role of
social media in organizing or sustaining protest,
the use of social media by armed and extremist
groups, and online disinformation and
computational propaganda campaigns by
governments and other powerful political actors.

Some of the earliest research using social media
data in the Arab World explored the effect of
social media on protest dynamics during the Arab
Spring period. A wide array of empirical research
attempted to shed light on the question of
whether social media instigated or facilitated
protests, wh ere it was most influential, and how
its influence compared with other social,
economic, political, or cultural factors. While
many early articles argued that social media was
the single most important driver of the Arab Spring
protests, 7° later work tended to question the role
of social media, highlighting that other factors,
including offline networks and legacy media, were
more important. 8 This echoes similar debates in
the literature about the role of social media and
protest in diverse contexts. &

After the initial optimism regarding the
democratizing power of social media in the Arab
World, more recent research has focused on the
darker sides of social media use in the region. One
strand of this research has focused on detecting

34

and understanding the role of disinformation in
conflict settings, particularly the Syrian civil war,
whi ch has been dubbed
medi at ed
diverse actors inside and outside of Syria have
worked to spread disinformation online f rom
government-funded anti -White Helmets
narratives, 8  to disinformation campaigns
developed by armed and extremist groups about
the conflict. 8

Focusing on extremist
following the rise of ISIS, a number of studies used
social medi a dat a t o ma p
digital recruitment strategy and the remarkably
successful broadcasting of its message on social
media across social media platforms in the Arab
World and globally. 8 Other work has used social
media data to study the im pact of events on
radicalization, 8 as well as to predict the
likelihood that individuals become radicalized
over time. &

Online information in conflict settings can be a
matter of life and death, particularly for
vulnerable populations. Under conditions o f high
anxiety and ambiguity, Syrian refugees have relied
heavily on social media to access information
during their journeys and upon arrival in host
countries. In my own work analyzing data from
public Facebook pages, | find that refugees rely
heavily on unofficial sources of information,
fueling  the potential  for  rumors and
disinformation. Other recent work in this space
shows that frequent policy changes, information
dissemination limits, and ad -hoc policy
implementation often lead to rumors and
disinformation among refugees. 8 Big data analysis
of refugee communications aids our understanding
of gaps in their information needs as well as where
those populations are most vulnerable. 8 Using
anonymized and aggregated digital trace data can
also help researchers avoid some of the ethical
challenges that may emerge when conducting
research on refugees and other vulnerable
populations.® Together, these studies provide
valuable insight into how diverse actors fifrom
governments and activists to armed groups and
refugeesfiare using social media to pursue their

t he
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political goals.

Collecting and Analyzing Social Media Data

One of the primary advantages of social media
data for political science research is that a great
deal of data is free and publicly available and can
be collected in a scalable manner. Twitter data is
most widely used by social scientists due to its
ease of collection and extensive metadata. While
less popular in the Arab world than Facebook and
WhatsApp, the platform is nonetheless widely
used to discuss politics, and Gulf countries have
some of the highest levels of Twitter penetration
in the world. !

The most common way in which researchers access
Twitter data is using application programming
interfaces (APIs), which enable users to download
data using individual access tokens. Twitter data
can be queried through the Rest API, % which
allows researchers to search for specific
information about users and tweets including user
profile metadata, lists of followers and friends,
and up to 3200 tweets generated by a given user.
This can be done wusing publicly available
statistical packages including twitteR, rtweet,
and netdemR.

For collecting real -time Twitter data, researchers
can use the Streaming APP® to connect to a
0Ostreamodé of t we e teing publishedh e y
filtering by keywords, location, or sampling 1
percent of all tweets on Twitter. The R library
streamR can be effectively used to access the
streaming APIl. Researchers can also access
historical Twitter data (non -real-time data) using
G n i spHistorical PowerTrack API,%* which offers
paid subscriptions to tweets and can be queried
with keyword, location, and other metadata
filters. Finally, as we enter what Deen Freelon has
call ed & Pdp ateanyéresearchers have
developed tools to scrape Twitter directly, %
avoiding rate limits and obtaining largely
unlimited access to historical data.

Twitter data is particularly well suited to time
series analysis of changing rhetoric and
engagement behavior over time. The text analysis

3¢

methodsfiboth supervised and unsupervisedi

described i n Ri ch Ni el
Counting Words Teaches us About Middle East
Pol iticséo in t his news

categorizing tweets as belonging to particular
topics or expressing sentiments. A well -developed
set of free tools have also been built for cleaning
and analyzing Twitter data. ° That said, because
tweets are very short, some automated text
analysis approaches like topic modeling often do
not work particularly well on tweets, and human
validation is particularly crucial when evaluating
model performance on such short texts. Moreover,
textual analysis of social media data from the Arab
World requires special care due to combination of
Modern Standard Arabic text, text in multiple
dialects, trans literated text (Arabizi), and text in
English and French, not to mention Internet slang,
hashtags, emojis, URLs, and other social media
specific symbols. It is therefore particularly
important that researchers pre -process their text
carefully and transpare ntly.

Additionally, because Twi
enables us to measure both connections among
users (friend-follower networks) and interactions
among users (retweets, likes, and replies), this
data is also particularly well suited to network
analysis. In particular, we can identify influential
nodes in networks of political discussion, track
how information spreads through a network, and
anfe@sur® how closely particular users are tied
together in a given network. Tools for network
analysis visualization are freely available through
R and Python, as well as using Gephi,® an open-
source network analysis and visualization software
package.

While Facebook is the most popular platform in
the Arab World, collecting Facebook data has
become increasingly diffi cult over time as there is
currently no Terms of Service compliant way to
access Facebook datdiincluding data from public
pages. Applications have been developed to
scrape publ i c dat a in Vi
terms of service, but they are frequently shu t
down by the platform. Soci
partnership 1% with Facebook has opened the door
for academic researchers to obtain limited access

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019

senods

etter



APSAMENA FALL 2019

to Facebook data through the Crowdtangle

platform, 11 which research teams currently must

apply to access. Opportunities for research on

Facebook moving forward may depend both on the
development of these partnerships and continuing

debates in the social sciences over the ethics of

scraping publicly available data in the post -API
age.

Facebookos
opportunities to safely survey hard to reach

populations on politically sensitive topics in the

Arab World. For example, recent work has used
this feature to conduct a Facebook survey
experiment on Egyptian Facebook users evaluating
the persuasiveness of competing information
provided by a human rights organization and the
Egyptian security forces at shaping attitudes
toward state -sponsored violence.®? By enabling
researchers to conduct surveys on large numbers
of individuals without collec ting or supplying
identifying information, these online tools have

potential for conducting low -cost surveys in the
region. Recent work seeking to validate the use of
these online surveys in developing countries with
traditional survey data to help researc hers
address concerns about representativeness and
reliability is promising, % though more research is
needed to validate these tools in the MENA
context.

YouTube, an underexplored platform for research
on politics both in the Arab World and globally,
has a very generous API# Us i ng
API, researchers can access all data going back to
2006, including automatically generated
transcripts of videos and user comments. Given
that political and religious elites, as well as armed
groups and extremist actors regularly produce
content on YouTube, we can use text analysis tools
to explore how content produced by diverse actors
changes over time, as well as how everyday
Youtubers engage with content produced by
particular actors using similar techniques to those
described in the discussion of analyzing Twitter
data. Similarly, Instagram also offers a treasure
trove for researchers, particularly as accessible
tools have increasingly been developed for image
analysis.® The platform is widely used in the Ara b

Ads o Dfeest waluable a l

YouTubeds
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World, by elites and everyday citizens alike, and
although its API is increasingly restricted, 1% it is
still possible to collect data from public accounts.

Limitations and Challenges

Despite the opportunities that social media data
affords, it also brin gs a unique set of challenges
for researchers. Most importantly, social media
data is almost by definition not representative.
While social media penetration is high in the Arab
World, particularly in the Gulf, it is not used
uniformly across the region and we, of course,
cannot assume that behavior on any given social
media platform, or surveys conducted on a
particular platform, are representative. This is
especially the case given the rise of bots and
trolls, which can easily flood or mischaracterize
mass behavior online. Moreover, as people in the
Arab World are increasingly moving sensitive
political conversations to closed groups and
private or encrypted messages, publicly available
social media data is not necessarily even
representative of online dis course more broadly.

However, there are plenty of opportunities to use
social media for research that do not require the
data to be representative. For example, research
using social media data to study the behavior of
particular actors fifor example known religious or
political elites, activists, media outlets,
extremist groups, or the engaged followers of any
of these actors does not require representative
data. Additionally, when researchers are
inferédledd i Gn  studying online phenomena
specifically such as the spread of online hate
speech, extremist content, or disinformation,
then social media users of public platforms are the
population of interest. Finally, when we are
conducting research on hard to reach populations
or politically sensitive topics, we may still gain
valuable non-representative insights from social
media user sd behavior t h
our knowledge of particular political phenomena
in the region.

Second, there are important ethical challenges to
working with social media data . As governments in
the Arab World increasingly criminalize and punish

at
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online dissent or criticism, collecting and
analyzing social media data requires special
attention to protect subjects, especially when
making data available for replication following
publication. For the analysis phase, data should
be stored on encrypted and password protected
computers, and the account names and account
content produced by users should be stored in
separate files. 19 Upon publication, researchers
should make available the code used to query a
given dataset either through an API or other
method, analysis code for producing an aggregate
dataset, and aggregate data for deriving any
statistical results, rather than a full dataset of
raw social media content. Researchers should also
be careful when displaying example social media
posts in their research fespecially those that
contain politically sensitive content fithat they do
not supply any identifying information.

Along these lines, when conducting surveys on
Facebook, researchers can take care to ensure
that their participants are not providing any trace
data or identifiable information. For example,
once a Facebook user clicks on an ad for a survey,
they can be redirected to Qualtrics so that
researchers cannot connect their responses to
their Facebook accounts. Researchers should also
disable Qualtrics tracking of respondents IP
addresses to insure that information is not
inadvertently collected about participants.

Finally, given how quickly the online sphere
evolves, studying social media and politics
requires regularly updated descriptive research to
understand how conditions are shifting. 1% For
example, platform use among a given population
will likely change over relatively short time
horizons. Findings about how diverse actors are
using social media, or phenomena like the spread
of disinformation or extremist content, for
example, may therefore shift rapidly. Recognizing
this, there is a great deal off value to designing
projects that allow for scalable data collection so
that researchers can continue to track particular
online phenomena over time. Along these lines, it
is also crucial that researchers using social media
data regularly reconsider the ethics of their
studies as contexts shift, working to ensure the

31

safety and privacy of users whose data they
analyze.

Conclusion

Not only can the real-time and networked
structure of social media data provide insights
about political behavior in the Arab World, but the
use of these tools by diverse actors is also
political ly consequential in and of itself. Like any
research approach, using social media data to
study politics in the Arab World is not without
challenges and limitations, but it nonetheless can
be a valuable resourcefiparticularly for scholars
studying political ly sensitive topics among hard to
reach populations or well -known actors and
groups. As computational social science
approaches to collecting and analyzing data
become increasingly accessible, they provide
researchers with another set of tools that can be
used on their own or integrated with traditional
data sourcesfiincluding survey data, event data,
qualitative analysis, and ethnographic fieldwork
to improve our understanding of politics in the
region.

QUANTITATIVE TEXT AMLYSIS OF ARABIC
NEWS MEDIA

ByAl ad Al rababaoh, St

Middle East scholars have long relied on Arabic
news media to understand the priorities of Arab

publics and regimes. In 1962, Palestinian American
scholar Ibrahim Abu Lughod conducted one of the
earliest quantitative an alyses of newspapers from
seven Arab countries, focusing on coverage of
international events and major external powers,

such as the United States and the Soviet Union. He
claimed that this analysis of Arabic media shed

anford
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Il i ght on Ot he degr eding publicwhi ch
is being oriented toward the
could inform scholars oO0about
val ues t hat ar e 9 @bunlgighddo r me d .

relied on the tools available at the time, so he
calculated the square centimeters of each
newspaper dedicated to certain major powers and
coded articles on the front pages by country,
topic, and sentiment. Given the difficulty of
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conducting a quantitative analysis with the
available tools at the time, Abu Lughod limited his
analysis to two weeks of newspaper coverage.

Recent developments in quantitative text analysis
allow scholars to improve on such analyses of
Arabic media. While these methods have been
widely used in the analysis of social media in the
Middle East'’® and authoritarian media outside of
the Middle East,!! they have not yet been widely
applied to the analysis of Arabic news media.
However, applying these new tools to Arabic news
media holds much potential. Not only can Arabic
news media act as an important source of data in
a region where obtaining high quality data can be
difficult, but the news media itself also has major
effects on Arab politics. 1*?In this article, | discuss
ongoing research projects that utilize these tools
in the Arabic news media to show their advantages
and potential. | t hen go over some challenges
associated with using quantitative text analysis
with Arabic news media. Finally, | describe some
of the relevant ethical considerations and
technical details when using these tools.

Applying quantitative text analysis to Arabi c
news media

While quantitative text analysis tools have only
recently been used by political scientists to
analyze Arabic media, several ongoing research
projects reflect the potential of these tools.
These projects demonstrate how quantitative text
analysis can be used for exploratory research into
trends in Arabic media, systematic testing of
hypotheses, and identifying texts that would be
useful for close qualitative reading.

~d

n the ability to process large amounts of
text allows us to explore trends in
media and understand how regimes and
foreign powers use the media to
influence regional publics.

First, the ability to process large amounts of texts
can allow scholars to explore general trends in
media. In an analysis of regime -controlled media
in Syria, Lisa Blaydes and | examine trends in the
discussion of topics related to foreign threats and
the Syrian regime. 3 While many scholars argue

3€

that regimes sometimes initiat e conflicts to
enhance their domestic standing, diversionary
wars are rare because of their high cost. Instead,

we show how the Syrian regime used diversionary
rhetoric in state media. Using hand -coding of
articles, unsupervised -learning methodsfin which
the computer discovers the topics in the texts

with little intervention by the researchers 4iand
qgualitative analysis of articles, we demonstrate

how Syrian state media has long relied on foreign
threats for domestic control and how the sources

of foreign th reats changed over time. The
guantitative analysis of texts allows us to cheaply

analyze trends over a decade, using tens of
thousands of articles.

Relatedly, analyzing trends in Arabic media can
show the ways in which foreign countries
intervene in the r egion. Metzger and Siegel
explore how the Russian-controlled RT has
attempted to influence global discourse on the

Syrian conflict both through their English - and
Arabic-language content. > They analyze Twitter
data to show that RT was the most shared Arabic-
language news source about Syria, and they
conduct an analysis of the content to illustrate

how RT86soverage was
intervention. This research demonstrates how
foreign countries use Arabic language news to
influence the narratives ar ound their intervention
in the region. This research also shows the
interplay between traditional news media and

social media.

In addition to exploratory research, quantitative
text analysis can be used for hypothesis testing.
Koehler-Derrick, Nielsen, and Romney (2017) ask
whether culture or political institutions explain
the supply of conspiracy theories in Egypt. 16 They
also examine whether conspiracy theories
function as tools for messaging or distraction by
the regime. Using a combination of supervis ed
learning and case studies, they analyze state and
independent media in Egypt. They find that
political institutions explain the supply of
conspiracy theories and that the promotion of
conspiracy theories often acts as a messaging tool
from the government to communicate fears and
priorities.

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019

favor abl



APSAMENA FALL 2019 3¢

Similarly, in a research project about the use of mobilize Arab publics.
transnational media as public diplomacy tools, |
analyze hundreds of thousands of articles from
Saudiowned Al-Arabiya and Qatari-owned Al-
Jazeera, two of the most pro minent news channels
in the Middle East. 7 | provide an argument about
how Qatar has attempted to mobilize Arab publics,
especially in rival countries, while Saudi Arabia
has attempted to pacify Arab publics to reduce the
risk of revolutions. | test this ar gument by
analyzing Al-Arabiya and Al-J a z e e comuedage of
foreign countries, including the rhetoric and
topics they employ in an attempt to pacify or

For instance, one of the particularly mobilizing

topics for Arab publics is the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict. Figure 1 shows the percent of articles in

Al-Arabiyad s aAl-dazeerad s Ar abi c websi
that mention the words 0l srael
can be seen in this figure, Al-Jazeera consistently

discusses this conflict at a much higher rate than

Al-Arabiya, suggesting the relative importance of

this topic in Al-Jazeera.

Figure 1: Percent of monthly articles in Al  -Arabiyaand Al-Jazeer a t hat mention Ol srael 6

Percent of Monthly Articles on Israel and Palestine
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Finally, in my dissertation project, | examine how Lisa Wedeen argeed that the oregi med
Arab regimes responded to the rise in information resides in its ability to sustain national fictions,
technology and independent news media. Before to enforce obedience, to make people say and do
the rise in this technology, regimes state media what they other wHiBettheasebfd not
was the main source of information. While people independent media and the ability to access it

may not always believe the regaphhesing thg inieiet pesad g challenge to
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regime media. | claim that regimes responded to
this by using state media to psychologically
manipulate their publics, especially by playing

into their fears, with the goal of reducing dissent.

| test this through an analysis of news media from
several Arab countries to examine how coverage
varies during peaceful times and during periods of
dissent.

In summary, the ability to process large amounts
of text can be helpful to political scientists,
because it allows us to explore trends in me dia
and understand how regimes and foreign powers
use the media, particularly state -owned news
outlets, to influence regional publics.

Challenges of quantitative text analysis with
Arabic media

While quantitative text analysis has much
potential when app lied to Arabic media, there are
important challenges to consider when obtaining
and analyzing this media. For instance, especially
when compared to U.S. media, media in the Arab
world has been digitized only relatively recently,
which temporally limits the scope of using these
methods to study Arabic media. In addition,
despite improvements over the years, Optical
Character Recognition (OCR) tools remain
underdeveloped in Arabic and it is often difficult
to convert Arabic PDF images to text.

In addition to challenges with obtaining data,
challenges also arise when analyzing the data. On
the bright side, much of the traditional news

media across Arab countries is written using
Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), which allows for
comparative study of these media. B ut scholars
still need to be careful when analyzing these

texts, because local colloquial words still often

make it to these papers. For instance, Arabs in
several countries wuse th
refer to small transportation buses. This often

makes it to Arabic media (g p But this is also the
same word for something mortal or perishable
(Other forms of transportation like taxis, or Tok

Tok, also often make it to Arabic media).

Relatedly, there are often spelling differences

e
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even when using Modern Standard Arabichfor
instance, Egyptian media often omits the dots
below the letter ya (p) in Arabic when it is at the
end of the word. This could make it potentially

challenging to conduct a comparative analysis
between, say, Egyptian media and Saudi media,

because the same words may be spelled
differently.
Scholars who conduct text analysis in Arabic

should also watch for names, which often have
meanings, especially when taken to their roots.

For instance, the name Salman (for instance, the

Saudi king, King Salman), when stemmed, becomes
selm (6 9, which is the same three -letter root for

the word oOopeace. 6 This
methods are not useful in Arabic, but it does
suggest the importance of thinking carefully about
the technical aspects of, for example, stemming
the wordsi possibly including a list of words that
the program should not stemfivalidating the
results, and conducting close qualitative analysis
in addition to any quantitative one.

Another challenge with obtaining and analyzing
Arabic media relates to the political envir onment.
Scholars should be aware of censorship, including
self-censorship, practiced in many Arab countries.
Media, including independent outlets, are often
restrained by a series of formal laws that punish
incitement and spreading falsehoods (as defined
by the governments). '° This makes media even
|l ess representative of t
priorities. Of course this can still provide an
opportunity to analyze media to examine the
priorities of regimes and what they allow to be
published.

This discussion suggests the importance of
validating the results of text analysis in Arabic and

E re@mbiniag, thg oquantitadivea grplysis o with  a

gualitative reading of the texts. It also suggests
the importance of being clear and careful about
the goals of Arabic media analysis, keeping in
mind the important role of censorship.

Technical tools and ethical considerations

When scraping news websites, it is important to

does

he
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take into consideration ethical and legal issues.
First, intellectual property and copyright laws

apply to these websites, so authors should not
republish the texts of news articles (at least

without explicit consent from the news source).

Note that this is tricky, because it could make

replication harder. Some researchers suggest that
publishing the stemmed document-term matrix
may be ethical, but there are no clear standards
in the field yet.

A related concern is reading and understanding
the terms and conditions of a website before

scraping, as some explicitly ban it. In theory,

scholars should use the Application Programming
Interface (API) when scraping; however, in
practice, | am not aware of any news websites in

Arabic with APIs. These may be developed by some
of these websites in the future.

Finally, it is important to make requests at a

reasonable pace. Many Arabic news websites,
especially small independent ones, cannot handle
a lot of traffic. So if research make too many

repeated scraping requests, researchers could
unintentionally slow down or even shut down the

websites, and this could be interpr eted as a Denial
of Service attack by the scholar.

There are many tools that make scraping
relatively easy in R and Python. In R, rvest is a
powerful library that makes it easy to scrape many
news websites. After downloading the data,
scholars often need to manipulate it. Sometimes
websites include JavaScript, making it difficult to
scrape using rvest. The open-sourced tools
Selenium in Python or Rselenium in R can be
particularly helpful to deal with these websites,
as they allow the researcher to write code that
browses the Internet like a user. There are several
packages in R that are helpful to process and clean
text data, including tidytext , broom, and
stringr / stringi . As change in trends over time is
often important with news media, lubridate is a
particularly powerful package to manipulate
dat es. Wit h Ar abi araldicGterhRsis
particularly helpful for removing stop words and
stemming. Farasa is another tool that allows
parsing of Arabic texts, which also includes

41

identifying parts of spe ech in Arabic sentences.

Conclusion

Conducting political research on the Middle East
can often be challenging. Many regimes do not
maintain easily accessible archives, restrict
survey work, and sometimes even put the safety
of researchers at risk. Arabic media thus offers a
valuable source of data to learn about many
guestions related to regime behavior, intervention
by foreign powers, public diplomacy, and political
opposition in Arab countries. Yet the role of
Arabic media goes beyond providing a source to
study these topics. Research has shown that
Arabic news media itself plays an important role
in influencing regional politics. Quantitative text
analysis provides researchers with the tools to use
vast amounts of texts in order to study some of
these topics and, in particular, the role of news
media in politics. While there are important
challenges and limitations, ongoing research
projects that apply quantitative text analysis to
Arabic media demonstrate the potential of these
tools.

IDEOLOGICAL SCANG IN A POSTISLAMIS
AGE

By Nate Grubman, Yale University

In recent years, a growing body of scholarship has
focused on the interaction of cultural identity and
class as potential bases for partisanship in the
Arab world. A number of puzzles have emerge d:
Following the 2010 to 2011 uprisings driven in
large part by economic grievances, why did party
systems in Egypt and Tunisia revolve more tightly
around competing notions of religious and national
identity than competing economic orientations? 1%
Why did many of the poor turn to Islamist parties
rather than Marxist -Leninist or Arab nationalist
ones??! How can the perceived dominance of a
secularist-Islamist cleavage and the popularity of
Islamist parties be reconciled with the

Ni ng%r\éaHog Sthat citizens of A rab countries are

concerned with the mundane economic issues that
preoccupy other people of the world? 122
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In this article, | argue that the application of text -
as-data methods to the speech disseminated by
politicians can contribute new insight to each of
these questions. Text-as-data methods can help
researchers identify the issues on which
politicians focus and the main differences in the
ways they discuss said issues. These methods can
be particularly valuable in understanding
unfamiliar political actors , learning where
familiar political actors stand with regard to
unfamiliar issues (such as Islamists talking about
purchasing power), or some combination thereof.
To ground the discussion of the methods, | discuss
my use of ideological scaling methods in an
ongoing project to understand the choices
presented by post-uprising Tunisian politicians,
especially on economic issues. | reflect on my
unreasonably high initial hopes, the conclusions |
have drawn after several years of research, and
potential uses for these methods beyond Tunisia.

How and why to scale campaign materials

Survey research has raised a set of puzzles
regarding the place of economic policy differences

in partisanship in the Arab world. Researchers
have noted that those usually expected t o support
the left Athe poor and other advocates of
redistribution A have generally not in the Arab
world. 2 Furthermore, shortly after Egypt and

Tuni si adgstemaiberajizations, efforts to

task survey respondents with mapping the parties

onto an economic spectrum produced inconclusive
or puzzling results. 24

These findings raise questions about the choices
parties have presented to voters, especially with
regard to economic problems. Did political parties
in Egypt and Tunisia diverge in their approache s
to economic issues? If so, which parties positioned
t hemsel ves on the decono
identified by researchers and which ones set up on
the right? Alternatively, did they diverge in ways
not captured by capitalist -socialist, equality -
growth seeking, or statist -individualist
dichotomies? How did these distinctions regarding
economic issues map onto other ideological
dimensions such as the one pitting Islamists
against more secularist rivals?

mi
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Motivated in part by these questions, my
dissertation focuses on why the post-uprising
Tunisian party system seemed to offer starker
choices regarding identity issues and muted those
related to economic policy, despite many of the
ingredients for the type of default left -right
politics often assumed by political scientists. Part
of the project uses text -as-data methods to
understand and describe distinctions in how
Tunisian  politicians talk about economic
problems. Using unsupervised methods of scaling
political party platforms, as well as conducting
interviews  with their authors and other
politicians, | show that, rather than staking out
positions varying in their orientation to capitalism
or socialism, Tunisian parties have instead
generally competed through valence -based claims
to competence.

I was initially drawn to text analysis because of
several virtues over alternative methods of
ideological scaling, such as surveys. Text analysis
is cheaper, easier to apply retroactively, and
perhaps less subject to reactivity fiall major
concerns for a young scholar from the United
States studying events by then several years past.
When | initially set out to understand the
differences in the ways Tunisian politicians talked
about economic issues, | imagined that | might be
able to throw a hodgepodge of differen t types of
text into R, sit back, and bask in the insight. |
gathered Arabic and French Facebook posts,
televised campaign statements, election posters,
newspaper articles from party newspapers, and
party platforms.

In practice, | have learned that the fundamental
assumption of using text analysis for ideological
scalingfithat unobservable political differences
candg disgerned,frarg gbgervgbhe patterps in word
usagefirequires more careful selection of texts.
The problem is that word choice is not just a

function of political attitudes or positions.
Di fferences in word usage
post s and anot her partyads

more to do with the differences in the purposes
and constraints of these media than underlying
differences in politic al attitudes. So if a
researcher wants to use words to uncover
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differences in political attitudes, it is helpful to
select texts likely to express these differences but
do not differ for other reasons. And if a researcher
wants to understand differences re garding a
particular dimension, such as transitional justice
or public -welfare provision, then it helps to find
texts focused on these topics.

~
n If a researcher wants to use words to

uncover differences in  political
attitudes, it is helpful to select texts
likely to express these differences but
do not differ for other reasons.

| began with party platforms for the same reasons
that have drawn other scholars to them: They are
long statements of political priorities and so they
constitute large samples of words presumably
drawn from some underlying political message.
Party platforms enjoy somewhat of a tradition in
Tunisia. Opposition parties published platforms at
least as far back as the 1981 elections, and Ben
Al i 6s RCD routinely publ
platforms. After the revolution, most of the major
parties published platforms and disseminated the
messages in them through their Facebook pages,
newspapers, campaign speeches, ard other
events.

Of course, platforms have well -known limits. They
paper over intraparty differences and, because
citizens generally do not read them, there are
qguestions regarding the degree to which they
reflect the messages citizens actually see and u se
to make choices. In my research, | have engaged
with these limits in two ways. To nuance the role

of platforms within Tunisian parties, | have
conducted dozens of interviews with those who
worked on platform-c ommi t t ee s fo

largest parties. To assess the degree to which
platform messages reflect those communicated to
the public through other media, | am currently

expanding the project to incorporate the analysis

of nationally televised, subnational campaign

videos.'?® These are just a few ways in which
scholars can validate the importance and
reception of the texts that they study.

There are multiple methods for using texts to

ideologically scale actors, and the appropriate
approach depends on the nature of the research
problem. Broadly speaking, researchers can use
dictionary -based, supervised, or unsupervised
methods. A researcher wanting to place unfamiliar
political actors in a debate with well -known poles
and well-known terminology associated with them
might create a dictionary, perhaps codi ng
documents as falling on the left based on the
number of times they include words such as
distribution, state, or socialist. Alternatively, a
researcher with a good idea of the sides in a
debate but doubt about the lexicons associated
with them might use a supervised method such as
wordscores, 1?6 identifying reference texts to
represent each pole, and then coding the
remaining documents based on whether their word
usage approximates that of one pole or the other.
This method depends on the researcher to have a
good understanding of the main dimension of
difference. For example, in Tunisia, speeches by
communists a Islamists ght make good
re?j:retr:]ce tex?s{:rcha debatj about{ mherﬁance -law
reform but poor choices in a debate about
transitional justice, wher e they arguably share
interests as the formerly oppressed.

As my research is interested in not only who set
up on the left and right but also the ideological
content of this spectrum, | chose to use an
unsupervised-scaling model called wordfish,
developed by Slapin and Proksch.'?” Wordfish has
been used to scale German party platforms, 1%
Turkish party platforms, ?° speeches in Irish
parliamentary debate, ¢ press releases issued by
U.S. Senators,'® and other sets of text. It is based
on item-response theory. The method makes a
strongS asa"su_m tion that words are drawn
stochastically from an wunderlying ideological
message according to a Poisson distribution. The
model includes fixed -effects to account for the
fact that some documents are longer than others
and some words are generally more common than
others. It then gives the research two outputs with
which to try to make sense of the underlying
differences in the documents. Each word is
assigned a score according to which it is used with
different frequency across t he spectrum; each
document is assigned a score according to which
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it uses words associated with one end or the other
of that spectrum. This is where the hard work
starts.

To give a concrete example, | applied the method
to seven of the nine highest perf orming parties in
the 2011 Tunisian  Constituent  Assembly
elections. 13 According to the results, the
Progressive Democratic Party (PDP) and the
Democratic Modernist Pole (PDM) appeared on
opposite ends of the spectrum, which we can call
right and left. Ennah dha, the main Islamist party,
and, to a lesser extent, Ettakatol and Congress for
the Republic (CPR), appeared closer to the PDP on
the right and the Popular Petition and the
Communi st Workersdé Party
to the PDM on the left. It is eas y to construct a
story explaining these results, with two of the
parties on the left sharing Marxist -Leninist roots
and most of the parties on the right having banded
together in the prerevolutionary October 18
Collective.

But the really interesting fin dings usually lie not
in the scale but the word scores according to
which it is constructed. Here, it appears that what

groups the parties on the left, the side of the

spectrum with the two parties of Marxist -Leninist
origin, is their focus on civil and po litical rights
and issues related to the constitution fibelonging,

44

husband/wife, sex, discrimination, equality, and
constitution, for example. Words associated with
specific economic problemsfigross, product,
dinar, value -added, industry, etc. fidistinguish the
right.

The results of the analysis of the full platforms
highlight a shortcoming with using wordfish: it
assumes that the spectrum from which words are
drawn is one-dimensional, but in the case of the
2011 elections, there were at least two main
dimensions, one regarding the new constitution
and the other regarding economic problems. To
focus on distinctions with regard to economic
problems, one must limit the analysis to the parts

( P O Gffthe teatpopused oreid Althdughsparty platforms

usually include section labels to facilitate this,
slicing up the text in this way can raise questions

if for example one party treats the inheritance law
in its Oculturald section
in its economic section.

In any case, applying the method to the ec onomic
sections of each platform yields a similar scaling,
with the PDP on the right, the parties that later
formed the Troika government in the center, and
the PDM and POCT on the left. Below, | include a
word pyramid showing the degree to which a set
of words distinguish between the economic

sections of the wvarious part
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The importance and competitiveness of electoral
politics in Tunisia make it somewhat of a
singularity in the region. But this does not me an
that ideological scaling through study of text as
data should be confined to the study of Tunisian
politics. Where the main dimension of competition
is unclear, where the lexicons associated with
different ideological poles are unknown, or new
political groups are entering the fray, ideological
scaling through text analysis may be useful.

What is striking in the word scores is not only that
some parties seem to devote more attention to
specific programs (numbers, percentage, dinars,
and value-added are associated with the right) but
also that many of the words one might expect to
fall on the left or right do not. Words such as
growth, distribution, support, and justice, for

example, tell us little about whether a document

will fall on the left or right. In my interview

research, | have found that this absence of a clear | argue that these will likely be widespread
distinction between statist and market -oriented conditions in the coming years, particularly as
economic approaches is reflective of a politics many parts of the Arab world fiincluding Algeria,
whereby leaders of the largest parties see their Egypt, lIraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, and
economic orientation as shared but their Sudanigrapple with pressures for contentious
endowments of valence attributes i mainly economic reform. In many world regions, the
competence and integrity fias the key politics of welfare reform no longer resemble a
distinguishing factor. For example, many of those conflict over expansion and retrenchment; if this
who crafted the economic policies for Nidaa is the case in these countries, as it was the case
Tounes and Ennahdha in 2014 saw the two parties early in Tuni si ads t-as-datas i t i on
as sharing a general orientation toward economic methods could provide useful tools for
problems but differing in the experience, understanding the contents of the conflicts over
knowledge, and integrity needed to address them. economic reform and how they map onto other

types of political divisions.

Moving forward
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WHAT COUNTING WORDESAN TEACH US donot want t he-caWd £td6so6rdaght s
ABOUT MIDILE EAST POLITICS Al t hough t he Sal afi movement

unfriendly t o t he theoretical
By Richard A. Nielsen, MIT religious authority, male movement leaders

nevertheless promote these female authorities,

because their messages defend patriarchal
practices and attract new online audiences of both

women and men. These insights challenge previous
conclusions about these female Salafi preachers
(Le Renard 2012, 2014; AlRasheed 2013): that
they use the Salafi method of hadith citation just
as much as men that they write exclusively on so -

| stared at t halahwroArabiciaGtbed 6
top of the list on my computer screen. | was
puzzled. | rechecked the computer code. It
seemed correct. But how could it be that the
single word that most disti nguished male and
female preachers on the Salafi missionary website

www. saaid. net was the word (‘)% g ‘vvmorﬂeenaéj ansuesreo and
articles posted there, ! K nur%nvflerested |rt1 thelr preacﬁ ﬁg 8n fact, 70

because female preachers were any less fervent percent o f Twitter feaction:
than their male counterparts about orienting thei r preaching are from men). My findings form the

followers towards the divine. But the word count basi article oWomen'
Yva s ) correct. Mal e p.r eachers Ha%rlar%hal S%c%al I\X\'o\)/emgntso'l%g éa%e of Female

incredibly frequently, once every thirty -three Sal afi Preacher sip dhe fAmarican c o mi n ¢

words; almost every other sentence. Female
preachers used it only half as often.

Journal of Political Science.

] | share this behind-the-scenes story about my
My next discovery deepened the puzzle. Female research process to illustrate the power of

preachers were u§|.ng the Worlgantlﬂllﬁgotgx? Wflneﬁ\?/ereaa rbt’flrrl‘.l)ralnsf|II|n
men, because they use fewer citations to the the gaps with our prior beliefs about what we

Quran and the h.ad'th tl'a(.ZiItIOn (the s.aylngs OT ought to find (Goodman 2014). Despite years of
Muhammad and his companions). Following Islamic familiarity with the texts on this Salafi website, it

custom, these citations involve bound phrases that .
wasnot unt_i I started countir

al most .a I Wa_y S '_ nclude the wo rat(jjle ?oGsOeé;j th% stan(egenderI cﬁff%r%nces Oof
a gendered piety gap in Salafi Islam, but rather a course, these quantitative differences are merely

T, o (itati
gendered citation -use gap. But why? Citations to a numerical summary of a qualitat ive difference,

these authorlta\tlve texts arg the dgflnlng fe.a,ture but one that | was blind to until | started counting.
of the 0Sal adl-manmag altsaafiyya)(of

establishing legal-religious authority  with

readers. Ethnographers observing these same Statistical text analysis is sometimes dressed up

women preaching in person have concluded that wi th terms i ke oartificial
their Oknowl edge of Quran S%M&chslRnaneafpspg. 6 These de:
exhaustivedé (Le Renard 2012 Wongjaglgastinghgir tgeRnical ysgge, b ut they

Salafi women cite the hadith and Quran only half obscure the fundamental simplicity of text

as often as men when they write online? analysis: it is largely based on counting words. The
difference between the simple methods and the

complex ones is the complexity of the word count.
Scholars of the Middle East have occasionally
turned to computational text analysis in the past
(Bulliet 1979), but a recent resurgence in interest
and the availability of new tools are drawing a new
wave of young scholars to forge ahead ﬁMltts 2019,

The answer is that women in the Salafi movement
construct their authority differently from men.

Rather than relying as heavily on citations for
authority, they invoke identity authority as
women to deliver religious messages that men

Canot fol exampie. demale P IKERIC I hecdhhr® 201d) 'shyef hrtt Tucker
abl e to oppose t he UN womené)of8 g t aws
common Sal afi target) by saylng 0As a woman, |

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019



APSAMENA FALL 2019

Counting words is no substitute for reading them,
but by the same token, reading words is not always
a substitute for counting them. Our brains
understand narrative and insinuation in a way
computers cannot, and they bring a wealth of
prior knowledge to every readin g. But they are
stunningly bad at probability and prone to a
variety of cognitive biases. And we get bored. The
promise of applying statistical text analysis
methods to Arabic text is that we can harness both
modes of investigation for greater insight abou t
the politics of the Arab world.

Counting to discover

Discovering new things with statistical text
analysis begins with a text, or set of texts, that
are puzzling in some way. Most guides to
statistical text analysis assume that the analyst
already has texts in hand (Grimmer and Stewart
2013; Lucas et al 2015). This obscures the reality
that, in my experience, | spend upwards of 80
percent of my time on any given project selecting,
collecting, and curating the texts | will analyze.
Selecting texts for dis covery is both a science and
an art. As wusual, 0t he
answers you get, O
pursue discovery via text analysis, | rarely have a
fully developed question. Instead, | am usually
intrigued and puzzled by a collec tion of texts.

How should one sample texts for discovery? When
| explore a collection of texts, | generally try to
explore the entire collection as demarcated by
some kind of natural boundary: a website, an
author, a movement, or an era. For example, my
puzzlement about female Salafi preachers began
when | encountered a list of 43 of them on the
prominent Salafi missionary website
www.saaid.net . | came to the website searching
for the writings of male preachers who app ear on
a parallel list, but my curiosity about the female
preachers spurred me to collect every document
available on the website by both male and female
authors. Collecting only the easiest -to-get texts
or the most famous preachers might have biased
my results. On the other hand, | did not collect
texts from the many other Salafi websites on the
Internet. | believe my findings hold true there as
well, but Internet -wide data collection is

cases
(Geddes
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extremely time -consuming (Internet-wide data
collection for my book Deadly Clerics took several
years). The general principle here is that context
is just as crucial for statistical text analysis as it
is for close reading. The religious texts | analyze
in my research are in dialogue with each other,
and artificially subdiv iding the documents risks
missing these connections. Natural boundaries
that authors and readers draw around corpora can
often serve as useful analytic boundaries for
scholars as well.

Using text analysis for discovery is often called
unsupervised learning, a name from computer
science referencing the goal of having a computer
o0l earno what a <corpus of
human input. The most widely used unsupervised
learning method in political science is a topic

model, which is one of the ways | explored the
gendered differences in Salafi preaching. The
insight of a topic model is that rather than

considering differences between texts on a word -
by-word basis, we can group those words into
topics and consider differences topic -by-topic.
This is still word c ounting, but through a far more

co)ynBI%x chil%uldatgog. aS?v]erglc tPaPETS o give

1tr§aénbe51ts o[)t[]ettech\wliﬁeqe dnetail§ (Blei, Ng, and

Jordan 2003, Roberts, Stewart, and Airoldi 2016);
my aim here is instead to give the intuition.

The goal of a topic model is to su mmarize the
words in a corpus with a small number of
di mensi ons, coll oquially
in practice, they often correspond to what humans
think of as topical. The model proceeds with a set
of unrealistic assumptions about how documents
are written. The imagined author has a fixed list
of topics, each with words that they are more
likely to use when writing on that topic. When
they sit down to write each document, they
sample proportions for how much of each topic
will be in this particular do cument, and for each
word choice, they sample first a topic, then a
word conditional on that topic. The model takes
word counts we observe in a corpus and estimates
the parameters for this imagined model that would
have been most likely to result in those word
counts, if the model were an accurate summary of
how the texts were written. Practically speaking,
analysts look at the resulting lists of correlated

text

cal l e
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words and interpret them as the main topics of the
corpus.

The topic model is clearly unrealistic; n o one
writes in this way. In fact, if | did, the next
sentence in this paragraph might have been the
agrammati cal 00One schol
al gor i#®hBut 6despite these unrealistic
assumptions, topic models have proven very useful
for a wide range of researchers seeking to make
discoveries. Why? Because models do not have to
be realistic in all the particulars to be useful.
Clark and Primo (2012) argue that we should view
models as maps, and that maps routinely employ
unrealistic distortions to be wuse ful while
remaining parsimonious. Topic models have
proven to be useful maps for exploring a wide
variety of corpora.

Topic models are useful because the latent
dimensions returned by the algorithm often help
researchers interpret the contents of theirt exts.
Although the model is statistical, the goal is
generally interpretive as defined by Pachirat
(2006) : O0Humans maki ng
meaning making of ot her
Middle East politics are at the forefront of
interpretive approachest o social science (Wedeen
2002, Parkinson 2013, Jones 2015). As
quantitatively oriented scholars increasingly use
topic models that put interpretation front and
center, perhaps this will create space for
connection between these two traditions.

Counting to scale up

When | get questions about whether text analysis
is appropriate for some project, | typically return
this question with one of my own: if you had
infinite time to read all of the text yourself, what
would you do? Often, researchers respond with a
relatively simpl e reading
text, but reading and coding every text in a large
corpus would take months or years. Statistical

t ext analysis offers a
and coding. This approach is called supervised
learning, a name that refers to the notion that the

way
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computer is learning to reproduce the task that a
human would do using supervision from human
inputs.

There are many, many supervised learning
algorithms, but the essence of these algorithms is
similard €hle andlysttbeegins rwéh labeled data, a
subsample of the texts where the desired coding
has already been done. The analyst then uses this
|l abel ed data to otrainbo
selecting parameters for each algorithm that give
good performance when attempting to relabel the
already labeled data. The analyst then applies the
trained algorithm to the unlabeled data to
generate labels in minutes, rather than years.

| used supervised learning to classify the writings
of Muslim clerics as jihadist or not in my book
Deadly Clerics (2017). This classification was part
of a larger analysis testing whether weak
academic networks make clerics more likely to
preach jihad, but for now, | focus only on the

classification task. | was working with
approximately 150,000 documents by 200 Arabic-

me a nspeaking deuids, withflengthdiranging from a few
h u msentences toSmuhiwlume tomew. fIf | had been

able to skim each document in five minutes on
average to render a rough coding, classifying each
of these documents would have taken me
approximately 12,000 continuous hours. Instead, |

used T h e Ji hadi st,dsset Bb johladist g

documents circulating on the web, to train an
algorithm called a naive Bayes classifier to detect
other jihadist documents. Heuristically, the model
compares the word counts in a new document to
word counts in The Jihadi st dand
classifies the new document as jihadist if they are
similar. This approach is faster than human coding
and allowed me to use the expertise of jihadists
themselves to determine which do cuments count

as jihadist,

a s’k of 0codingéo each

Figure 1

to oscale upo6 reading

ne (O

Bookhb
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person arrives Imam way
Friday .
pray fundamental but Jihad
forbidden failine
” views
Friday
Imam (Sayyid Qutb)
(Ibn Uthaymeen) (Abdallah Azzam)
Histogram of cleric Jihad scores
T T T T T
-0.15  Jihad Score 0.1 0.05 0 0.05
Ibn Baz Abdallah|Azzam

Ibn Uthaymeen

The payoff, shown in Figure 1, is a ranking of
Muslim clerics from least to most jihadist, based

Sayyid Qutb

Usama bin Laden
fundamentally simil ar across languages (Lucas et
al. 2015). | think of an analysis of Arabic -language

on the similarity of their writingto The Ji hadi stexgssno differently than an analysis of English -

Bookbag '3 The numeric scale is arbitrary; what
matters is that non-jihadists fall to the left of the
histogram and jihadists fall to the right. For
comparison, | plot scores for excerpts from the
writings of lbn Uthaymeen, Sayyid Qutb, and
Abdallah Azzam.'® For each excerpt, the words
that actually enter the model are colored (the
classifier omits the most and least frequent
terms), with words that predict Jihadism in darker
red and words that predict non -Jihadism in darker
blue. A careful reader could have made the same
judgment about these texts, but coding would
have taken years instead of hours.

Getting Started with Statistical Text Analysis in
Arabic

language texts; there is merely an added technical
challenge of representing Arabic in a computer
program, and of replacing English-specific
preprocessing steps with an appropriate Arabic -
language equivalent. But these technical
challenges can be frustrating for scholars making
their first foray into statistical text analysis,
especially because not all of these challenges
have well -established solutions.

As a language, Arabic presents a number of
challenges that methodologists working with
English-language texts have rarely considered.
There is substantial dialect variation across the
Arab world; enough so that different dial ects

I dve said relatively 1ittle aPBe@rutp bedifferent languages tq & gogputes
statistical text analysis in Arabic because my view algorithm. Existing approaches to multi -language
is that the principles of text analysis are text analysis rely on translat
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|l anguagebod (Lucas et al
translation systems for most Arabic dialects do not
exist. Couple this with occasional script variation,
and the frequent use of Latin characters to
represent Arabic |l etters
online writing, and the challenges can become
overwhelming. | have largely side -stepped these
problems because the clerics | study tend to write
in regularized, formal Arabic. But several of the
other essays in this symposium deal with these
challenges head-on.

Text analysis also involves language specific
preprocessing steps. Often, these preprocessing
decisions are assumed to be innocuous, but recent
research shows they are not (Denny and Spirling,
2018). For Arabic, the step that is most different

is stemming: the process of combining words with

similar 0stemso6 into a si
in English, we might combine the words
Oteacher, o 0Oteaching, o
single stem o0teach. 6 This
o f the text by hel ping

all of these words relate to a single concept.

English is relatively easy to stem because it uses
suffixes and prefixes to create new words from

older concepts. But Arabic morphology relies on
infixing as well; new words are created by placing

affixes inside of a word stem rather than on the

ends, which makes stemming more difficult. When
| started, r esources for working with Arabic -
language text in modern statistical languages
were underdeveloped or non -existent. | coded and
released an Arabic-language stemmer for the R
programming language (arabicStemR , Nielsen
2017) because this was the most crucial tool that
was missing. Scholars interested in learning the
details of my Arabic text analysis workflow should

check out online materials | developed for a
workshop on the topic at Cairo University this
year, available on my website. 136

~

n Arabic text an alysis is going to become a
mainstay method for Middle East scholars.
The technical challenges will be met with
technical solutions in fairly short order

Despite these challenges, Arabic text analysis is
going to become a mainstay method for Middle
East scholars. The technical challenges will be

and

t he

5C

2 0 1n%e} with techrtical solutioasnirafaidydshort order.

The new wave of research, described in this
symposium, will make a splash and inspire even
more research. But Arabic text analysis will also

( cgaih treetdon far A maéd somhierdrg¢ason: access to

field sites in the Middle East and North Africa is
closing, especially to researchers asking political
guestions. A resurgence of authoritarian ism in the
wake of the Arab uprisings means that almost any
political inquiry crosses regime red lines in much
of the region and field research can look a lot like

spycraft to paranoid autocrats (Driscoll and
Schuster 2018). Local activists are responding to
this repression by moving online; their
conversations create the social media data that
Alexandra Siegel is analyzing in this symposium.
As face-to-face fieldwork becomes more difficult,

and even life -threatening, senior scholars must

ngl Sé)mellirge's mmakeF Bh? eéh;(c%l mcﬂ;qicg, to not

encourage students to place their bodies into

BRALDERaWRY62S nltheYa CANTY

re g.;tpghezgw)t ﬁﬁs éhe Bhéfsrir?ﬁl Ifieéo&c|o?e§, and the

CO@WS Lietldeorpen%, |stgtgst|jc?il @na{yﬂsaqf Arabic

texts offers one way forward.

out
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPEN CALLS

2020 MENA Politics Section Award Nominations

1T APSA MENA Politics Section Award for Best BookAwarded for the best book published in 2018 or 2019. Work
utilizing any methodological, theoretical, and empirical tools for the studytioé politics of the Middle East and North
Africa will be considered. Please submit nominations or sediminations to the award committee with the subject
EAAAET ¢ O-%.! 011 EOEAO 4pladéna@dndilEomby DeEdmbed &1} 2069. A O

1 APSA MENA Politics Section Award for Best Dissertatioiwarded for the best doctoral thesis defended between August 30, 2017 and
August 30, 2019. To be considered, the dissertation must be nominated by the dissertatioeramivanother faculty member familiar
with the work. The faculty member/adviser should submit a short letter explaining why the dissertation makes an exceptibriialiton
to the study of the politics of the Middle East and the broader discipline diti€d Science. Work utilizing any methodological,
theoretical, and empirical tools for the study of the politics of the Middle East and North Africa will be considered. flbasié
nomination letters, with the dissertation as a PDF attachment, to the@OA AT I I EOOAA xEOE OEA OOAEAA
$EOOAOOAOQEI 1 apsaiména@ghdllEdnily Beceinber 31, 2019.

1 APSA MENA Politics Section Award for Best APSA Papdéwarded for the best paper prested at the 2019 meeting in Washington,
DC. To be eligible, the paper may be setfminated or nominated by a panel chair, discussant, opaaelist for the panel on which the
paper was presented. The nominator and/or author(s) should provide the papemtas presented at the annual meeting (only paper
versions as presented to the annual meeting will be considered by the committee). Please submit papers as a PDF attactimaent to

AxAOA AT i1 EOOAA xEOE OEA OOAEAAO HEIAAshdAda@dmdhcomby DeteimbeOd 209." A OO

APSA MENA Fellow

The Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS) and the MENA Politics Section of the American Political Science
Association invite nominatias and selfnominations for the inaugural POMEPS MENA Politics Fellow. The Fellow should be
an early career scholar, defined as prenure, who has demonstrated excellence in scholarship and an interest in contributing

to the professional and intellectualevelopment of the field of Middle East Political Science. We are particularly interested

in candidates from the MENA region, who could take the lead in translating political science research from English into and
from a regional language. The Fellow WHerve a one year term beginning at the 2020 Annual Meeting of the APSA, and will
receive a modest honorarium in recognition of service. Please submit a statement of interest by December 31, with full
application including a CV and a one page statementbb® OBDT OA xEEAE 1 0601 ET AOG biI OAT OEAI
programming to @apsamena@gmail.com by February 15, 2020.

2020 APSA Research Development Group for early -career Arab scholars

The APSA MENA Poiits Sectioris pleased to announce a Call for Applications from eealseer Arab scholars (PhD students and faculty members)
for the Research Development Group held in conjunction with the 2020 APSA Annual Meeting. The RDG, organized in parittetbiifmject

on Middle East Political SciencEQMEPJ$, will be a unique opportunity to advance current research towards publication, participate in the APSA
annual meeting, and develop scholarly networks wéthlleaguesThe deadline to submit applications for the 2020 Research Development Group
isSaturday, February 1, 202@lick hereo apply and learn more.

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019


mailto:apsamena@gmail.com
mailto:apsamena@gmail.com
mailto:apsamena@gmail.com
https://apsamena.org/about-us/
https://pomeps.org/
https://pomeps.org/call-for-applications-2020-research-development-group-for-early-career-arab-scholars

ENDNOTES

Gengler notes:

1J.Gengleh -8 4A001 AOh 28 , OAAOR
91 O | OEed 4 Impacts oAxhithdedtowArt Bublic
Opinion Surveys in the Arab WorBritish Journal of Political Science
The study was made possible by a grant (NPRIAS5-002) from

the Qatar National Researchund, a member of The Qatar
Foundation. The statements herein are solely the responsibility of
the authors.

2G. Sjoberg. (1955). A Questionnaire on QuestionnalPedlic

Opinion Quarterl{t8, 423427.

SE.g., D. Corstange. (2014oreignsponsorship effects in
developingworld surveys: Evidence from a field experiment in
Lebanon.Public Opinion Quarteri8, 474484.

4J. Gengler (2017). The dangers of unscientific surveys in the Arab
world. Washington PostOctober 27.

AT A

Sika notes

SMarc( AOEAOET ¢OI T h
American Political Science Revi@ 92, no. 4 (1998): 79808.

60O EA 5The StddyiadTrust®ihe Oxford Handbook of

Social and Political Trydty Eric Uslaner (Oxford: OxfbUniversity
Press, 2018):-33.

7Jack Citrin and Laura StokéRolitical Trust in a Cynical Age,"

Annual Review of Political Scienoé 21 (2018): 490, William

Mishler and Richard Ros&Vhat are the Origins of Political Trust?
Testing Instituttioral and Cultural Theories in Pesbmmunist
Societies,'Comparative Political Studid4, no. 1 (2001): 38P.

2001).

8+ AT T AOE . AxOi T h O37 ABhAOxfoldT A 017 |
Handbook of Political Behavjday Russel Dalton and Haiseter
Klingemann(Oxford: oxford University Press, 2007): 32

9- AOE " A pECobvEntiapadl"Gmd "Virtual" Civil Societies in

372.

10Johannes A O O A E Ahe DHteE Rillai® of Stability:
Legitimation, Repressionand oD AOET 1 ET
Democratizatiowvol. 20, no. 1 (2013): 9.

ur i AT AU * Al Adodial TeuEt & Bdsirattle Outcome?
wo Al ET ET C
Studiesvol. 40, no. 11 (2007): 132849; Justin Gengler, Mark
Tessler, Darwish A6i AAE AT A
Democratic Citizenship in QataFindings from the First Qatar

71 O1 A 6 A1 Guddle EaD (a® And Bavernawed 5, no. 3
(2013): 2579.

23 AA £ O ET OOAT AA
Regimes: Militarized State Violence and Transition in the Middle
%A Olfefndcréizationvol. 22, no. 15 (2015): 2895.

13For more information on the project sebttps://uni-
tuebingen.de/en/faculties/facultyf-economicsand-sociat
sciences/subjects/departmertf-sodal-sciences/ifp/instituteof-
political-science/people/middleeastand-comparativepolitics-
professorschlumberger/projectsand-services/arabyouth-from-
engagementto-inclusionvw/projectdescription/

14For more information on the project see:
https://www.iai.it/en/ricerche/power2youtHreedom-dignity-and-

justice

15The research design and the implementation of the survey study
was conducted by the Fafo Research Foundation in Norway. For
noré inférinadidn Arlkige syrvéydesilt€lahd nizthatblogysplease
see:http://power2youth.iai.it/survey.html

16For a full regression table, please email the author at:
nadinesika@aucegypt.edu

17Johannes Gerschewski, op.cit; Mark Lichbdieterrence or
Escalation? The Puzzle of Aggregate Studies of Repression and
Dissent,"Journal of Conflict Resolutidh, no. 2 (1987): 2&07.

Zeira notes

18Zeira, YaelThe Revolution Within: State Institutions and Unarmed
Resistance in Palestin@ambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2019.

19Corstange, Daniel, and Nikolayarinov. "Taking sides in other
intervention." American Journal of Political ScieB6eno. 3 (2012):
655670.

Benstead, Lindsay J., Amaney A. Jamal, and Ellen Lust. "Is it ggnder,

religiosity or both”A role congruity theory of candidate electability
in transitional Tunisia.Perspectives on Politit8, no. 1 (2015): 74
94.

Bush, Sarah Sunn, and Amaney A. Jamal. "Amtiericanism,
Authoritarian Politics, and Attitudes about Women's
Representation: Edience from a Survey Experiment in
Jordan."International Studies Quarterd®, no. 1 (2015): 34b.

Shelef, Nadav G., and Yael Zeira. "Recognition Matters! UN State
Status and Attitudes toward Territorial Compromisddurnal of
Conflict Resolutiofl, no.3 (2017): 53363.

ENugent, Elizabeth, Tarek Masoud, and Amaney A. Jamal. "Arab

Responses to Western Hegemony: Experimental Evidence from
Egypt."Journal of Conflict Resolutiég, no. 2 (2018): 25288.
20While the Palestinian Territories does have wesdtablished and
regarded survey firms, perhaps the bdstown firm, the Palestinian
Center for Policy and Survey Research (PSR), does not generally
accept commissioned research from outside scholars. Due to the

I 00T AOA @}Zemati%gj @'%s?ng‘eélﬂda'nterest in the Qupied Territories,

hiring a survey firm is also often prohibitively expensive for Ph.D.
students and junior scholars. As such, working witivfdgdese, |

AOAT O | AECompetatv®Pofitital O E A put teggthrer myjowsuyeyyteam and did much of the logistical and

administrative work typically cared out by a survey firm myself.

I AAT O1 AUA SEI DﬁGroves, Robert M., Floyd J. Fowler Jr, Mick P. Couper, James M.

Lepkowski, Eleanor Singer, and Roger Tourangeurvey
methodology Vol. 561. John Wiley & Sons, 2011.
22 Corstange, Daniel. "Sensitive questions, truthfakavers?

*1T OEOA 3 OAAE A O Modeling the list experiment v\\gth LISTITRIRigakAnalygid 7, no. 1

(2009): 4563.7

Groves, Robert M., Floyd J. Fowler Jr, Mick P. Couper, James M.
Lepkowski, Eleanor Singer, and Roger Tourangeaurvey
methodology Vol. 561. John Wiley & So§11.

23Scacco, Alexandra. "Anatomy of a Riot: participation in ethnic
violence in Nigeria.Book Manuscript, New York Univer&¥12).
24Belli, Robert F., William L. Shay, and Frank P. Stafford. "Event
history calendars and question list surveys: Adircomparison of
interviewing methods.'Public opinion quarte8%, no. 1 (2001): 45
74.

Benstead References:


https://uni-tuebingen.de/en/faculties/faculty-of-economics-and-social-sciences/subjects/department-of-social-sciences/ifp/institute-of-political-science/people/middle-east-and-comparative-politics-professor-schlumberger/projects-and-services/arab-youth-from-engagement-to-inclusion-vw/project-description/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/en/faculties/faculty-of-economics-and-social-sciences/subjects/department-of-social-sciences/ifp/institute-of-political-science/people/middle-east-and-comparative-politics-professor-schlumberger/projects-and-services/arab-youth-from-engagement-to-inclusion-vw/project-description/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/en/faculties/faculty-of-economics-and-social-sciences/subjects/department-of-social-sciences/ifp/institute-of-political-science/people/middle-east-and-comparative-politics-professor-schlumberger/projects-and-services/arab-youth-from-engagement-to-inclusion-vw/project-description/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/en/faculties/faculty-of-economics-and-social-sciences/subjects/department-of-social-sciences/ifp/institute-of-political-science/people/middle-east-and-comparative-politics-professor-schlumberger/projects-and-services/arab-youth-from-engagement-to-inclusion-vw/project-description/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/en/faculties/faculty-of-economics-and-social-sciences/subjects/department-of-social-sciences/ifp/institute-of-political-science/people/middle-east-and-comparative-politics-professor-schlumberger/projects-and-services/arab-youth-from-engagement-to-inclusion-vw/project-description/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/en/faculties/faculty-of-economics-and-social-sciences/subjects/department-of-social-sciences/ifp/institute-of-political-science/people/middle-east-and-comparative-politics-professor-schlumberger/projects-and-services/arab-youth-from-engagement-to-inclusion-vw/project-description/
https://www.iai.it/en/ricerche/power2youth-freedom-dignity-and-justice
https://www.iai.it/en/ricerche/power2youth-freedom-dignity-and-justice
http://power2youth.iai.it/survey.html

APSAMENA FALL 2019 5

Masoud, Tarek. 2014€ounting Islam: Rgion, Class, and
Election is in Egypfiambridge, MA: Cambridge

Abdeb3 AT AAR -1 01 AER AT A |, ET AGAU *g »YVesHyILERSs QTEY $TAO . o
Electing Women and Islamist Parties Reduce the Gender Gap in 0 A,' AI __E A __OAh oo E,N O ..' \h'Emﬂ(‘)m',C ,\”‘f’,@!‘_‘imme&f? ' A O‘
3AO0EAA 007 DEOEAN @BA 0ADABEA 01! £0AD Aoe A OF RO Bl ©pq O RdrtgPoliics28 OB BT ¢
0OAI EA / PETEITHh AT AAOR AT A #ii ;Er‘oe%&(%?l"ﬁilz%ez\_éfé\izxgiz\ %A 005

workshop, Kansas State University, May 5, 2016. Philbrick Yadav, Stacés O3 ACT AT OAA 00AI EAO A

Arat, YesimRethinking Islam and Liberal Democracy: Islamist E1l 9 Al A bd % A OEEI E EDo(}rnaBoDMd!tllé AT A
Women in Turkish Politidsbany: State Universjt of New York . %AAAO,OA ,7v| ' A,BN”(?C? (Z}?IJDDSOE A,O e
Press, 2005. 21 AAET OF - EAEAAI $8 O7 Elbldnist AAT Of

| UAGAR 3AT AAO8 O0AOOI T ACAR 0AOOU Parties in the Arab7 | O | Dulgai®choobf Govenment i1
) Ol Al E MiddleGE@sEJAUNEIDNO. 1 (1996): 466. WorkingPaper(1Qz01). 2010. _

AT OOAAAR , E1T AOAU *8 OT7TEU 101 6A0 http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.472.&
Access to Services in Clientelistid B E | Gode8ndnc€9 no. 2 98&rep=repl&type=pdf. o S
(2016): 18805. 4A001I AOh - AOE8 O4EA |/ OECET O T A& 0

Benstead, Lindsay J., Ellen Lust, Dhafer Malouche, and Jakob - 1o AT Al ISldong Bemgcilacy, and the State in North Africa
7TEAEI ATT 8 woxisg 04071 EOEAT edited by Jbin Entelis, 93126. Bloomington, IN: Indiana

%l AAOET 1 O " OET ¢ ( iTheAWaghingtoh PaBtA OO A ET UNIEe[Sily Bigss, 1997. A
Monkey Cage, October 27, 2014 7ACT AOh  %OA8 O4EA ) Ol AT EOCO 61 OAO
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey More Ideology than Protest? POI\_/IEPS_ Studies 26. 201_7.
cage/wp/2014/10/27/tunisiaelectionsbring-hope-in-uncertair hitps://pomeps.org/2017/04/27/thislamistvoter-baseduring:
times/ the-arab-springmore-ideology-than-protest/# ftn1.

Brooke, StevenWinning Hearts and Votes:ca Servicesra the Is| White, Jenny Blslami§t quilization ir! Turkey: A Study in Vernacular
amist Political Advantagéthaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2 PoliticsSeatle: University of Washington Press, 2002.
019. 7TEAEEAI h #AOOEA 271 OAZOEU8 O-1AEI

" 001 AAOGR $ATEAI 8 0) 0l Al Eddral Al A A oOliTEEREAR 11 4 BEATI G 1B 0 JaGU P 08 ¢
of Democracy3 no. 3 (2002): 1aaL5. Press, 2002. o o .

Cain, Bruce E., John A Ferejohn, and Morris P.rféidFhe Personal Wolf, Anne.Pglltlch Islamist in Tunisia: The History of Ennahda.

Vote: Constituency Service and Electoral Independence Oxford University
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1987. Press, 2017.

#Al 1 AOGOR - AT ATER AT A 0AOI ETA *TTAO ,011¢c8 0)O0 4EAOA Al ) Oi AT EOCO
071 EOEAAIT Anhual®RAvievdd Bofitigab Scierde Grewal notes:

(2014): 18206. ]

Catusse, Myriam, and Lamia Za®.' AGOET 1T #7111 61 A1 AZRADAR As¢sh . AT AU "AOi AT h O-UOEO
Clientélisme Moral au Maroc: Les Politiques du Parti de la AT A #1171 /£ EAO AOOET ¢ $Ai T AOACEA 4
* OOO0EAA AO A OcCrfiquéifarmatiorad® (2009):08 6  29(3), 30mwwn ! AAT 1 AAAT " EAEAO Al A
7%91. Algeria fromthe ® X X % C U B O Bvadhingt@bRy&ENDEKEYC h 6

#1 AOEhR *ATETA 18 031 AE Klientelisn® A1 AT Oage, Makdh &20T A o AdSoOTT =
Idamic Social Institution and the Middle Class in Egypt, Jordan 26 Neil Ketchley and Thorayal AUUAOh O51 BT POI AO
AT A 9 Adogarative Political Studi8Z no. 8 (2004a): 941 Mobilization and Attitudes to Democracy in PesstOAAOAE %GCUD
968. Journal of Politigdorthcoming. See also Rayyes and AOAET AUh

Clark, Janine Alslam, Charity, and Activism: Middléass Networks WwoxXh %CUDPOEAT O NOEAEI U OEOAA I &
and Social Welfare in Egypt, Jordan, and YeBienmington, 30AAT AT AvashingiohA PoisMonkey Cage, September 5,

IN: Indiana University Press, 2004b. 2019.

#1 AOEh *ATETA 18 ATA *EilEAT 3AE¥XArddoAtased ab dagifrom Aprd 1 td July Dad pulflighedby x e
711 AT 0 ' AOEOEOI Cdinpara)ive PoliticsBB® O 0 ABpOKingstsgesSharan Grewal, M. Takilavuz, and Robert

no. 3 (2003): 29312. +0OAET AARh O!'1 CAOEA8O 5POEOEI Cd !
wl OAUUAAR -AUR AT A 3EEIA" A (ATAEUBI BOAOBNG J Ol REEDBOONO* &1 BEWEXIi h
Secular? An Empirical Analysis of Voting Outcomes in Egypt's https://www.brookings.edu/resealvalgeriasuprisinga-surveyof-
"1 OAA Pp@ieEhociB®no. -2(2014): 109.30. protestersand-the-military/.
&1 OOAOER - Al AEAR ' AAOGEAT A ' OAOOGIT Paursuivey methodpiogy Brdl questidnaife Avareé appraye ibyaiel ¢
)y 01 AT EOOg ) 080 OEA %AIT11 Uh 30 CthiEestheaids aplth frinceton University (IRB # 11581) and the
http://voxeu.org/article/votingislamistit-s-economy-stupid. College of William & Mary (PHSZD1903-11-13532), and have been

Garcia2 EOAOT h #AO1 1 Oh AT A (AT T EA +1 Qudeddy DthinkeispigsOAT 3 0DbPI 00 A& O
)y Ol ATEA 0AOOCEAO ET OEAatyEAAT A 4ATOete ark important ethiCaEquestigts RIOW theédata Facebook

Politics13 no. 52007): 61436. collects on its users. Since our survey is conducted on a separate
EAAT CEI h %l EUAAAOGER AT A %EOAT + Aafdmi, QualiricsOFageigoakionly: leargsvhethér a user@idgaged O

Electoral Success of Islamist (Successor) Pafitetigion or with or clicked on the advedementz not whether they took the

0AOA&I Of AT AAe 4 EakyPdlixE o BE20E6)A O A 8 Gsurvey let alone their answers.

325338. 30See:https://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/10/27/tunisian-elections-bring-hope-in-uncertain-times/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/10/27/tunisian-elections-bring-hope-in-uncertain-times/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/10/27/tunisian-elections-bring-hope-in-uncertain-times/
http://voxeu.org/article/voting-islamist-it-s-economy-stupid
https://pomeps.org/2017/04/27/the-islamist-voter-base-during-the-arab-spring-more-ideology-than-protest/#_ftn1
https://pomeps.org/2017/04/27/the-islamist-voter-base-during-the-arab-spring-more-ideology-than-protest/#_ftn1
https://www.brookings.edu/research/algerias-uprising-a-survey-of-protesters-and-the-military/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/algerias-uprising-a-survey-of-protesters-and-the-military/
https://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

APSAMENA FALL 2019 54

of DiplomacyNew Haven: Yale University Press.

@ AOUACAOh +AUEAT 8 O)eAlckd
Question in the Middle East]. by Mehran Kamrava, 222%4.
London: Hurst 2014.

49 andau, lbid. 102.

Ahmad, A E Q -868 2Ai AT A8 woxi g 0417 ]

O
b
o

31There are two other known biases in the Algerian Facebook
population, kut these are correctable. The first is gender: men
represent 50.6% of the population, but 64% of Facebook ugkrs.
Second, Facebook users tend to be younger than average: 64% of
the overall population are less than 35, but 76% of Algerian

Facebook users aless than 35. We corrected for age and gender AT TTTEAOG T & . OAl AA GEnddybudn® Ibi€l O 3
biases by creating separate Facebook advertisements for each age 125}5?: e PN . - e s
gender demographic (i.e., women aged-28). We then increased Z]‘% OAE oolAAAl Al Ah/EO-i AO OGEA/S‘; XASA Otﬂ:;eq;r:&t%éloo?)ADOOEAT AT\ /
the number of ads shown to demographic groups under ) : e

represented on Facebook, suels older women, in order to create a gelC‘i:r'tl}B,I‘}(g%m' F%hg\ni]ar/;\n;&Mgtcihev; E}n%Bg?JaEg ;':ég:‘fé?l% A
more balanced sample. : : )

32For a list of those arrested, seetps://www.tsa-algerie.com/les Management and Peace ScieB2ed): 443461.. e
personnalitesmisesen-detention-depuisle-depart-de-bouteflika/ 4 GAEAOh *11AOEAI 8 XiiQ8 O--11EOIC
B3AA " OOAA 2EAAAI R O51 OAEI ET ¢ |1 CRRSEINGEIVIIgNRRRD 3 cARQT Iy &O0TkiA1 PEA & ¥,
" OOAEAO T A& 1 GEAOORS " Oi i EET COR ssgﬁlegr}wg@t'fef%ﬁ'ei;xifﬁxﬁexvo AxOF 531 GOE +1 OA
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/ordefrom- o e T T s T
chaos/2019/05/08/unveilinglgeriasdark-side/ AAUTT A "AOAEAEB86 &AAOOAGULledke h Yo

news.org/Articles/SoutkKoreaand-UAE-seekcooperation

beyond-Baraka

s Ef AAh 11 E8 WwoxYs O%AITI11EA 2EOL
Energy for Sustainable Developm@#): 34.

34Seehttps://www.france24.com/en/2019080algeria-protest-
civil-disobedience

Buehler notes

3%amrava, Mehran. 2014The Nuclear Question in the Middle East Blackman notes

London: Hurst. 2. P I PN W s

3 AREOh "8 Woxos O-101 AAAT 40EGCA ™ AAE | OARARABKE AJ AAAECH "1 AUAA
50EI EUAOGET T 86 #AT OOA . AGET T Al A AE'Vers'afwRht?g%%ssmf@miwtﬁ)&eﬁrm@&% AAO

Techniques Nucléaire EOAT Q@kng Bapgr ¥ & A
Wi OAOT I 8 Wwoxas 0401 EOHdverrhierntal 2 6 O GEANI {§ @ Repligetal, Ropt 02 Ad & GFSA Migulk East

I COAAI AT O 11 0AAAAEOI 50A0 i £ 1 ofqitesNews ﬁ@é%ﬂ%‘”'%"ﬁ%@‘ﬂﬁ'%%@’aw I x
2016. https://www.rosatom.ru/en/pressentre/news/tunisiaanc- (201;3)A E #O0A x & A E | Wolaihg Paperl AT A A

russiasignedan-intergovernmentaltagreementon-peacefutuses / . )
56 Christopher Lucas, Richard A. Nielsen, Margaret E. Roberts,

of-atomic-energy/ AR 56 A ¢
38ebinger, Charles, John Banks, Kevin Masssy, and Govinda Brandon M. Stewart, Alex Storer, and Dustin Tingley | | B00A O

| OAOAOA]I A8 woxxs O-1AAI O &Ai0 | ODEBREBOAANEADBOSK] AKPORMEEFLG #hbRA
ET OEA - Bibdkings InSbktiorFss. Analysis23, no. 2 (2015): 28277.

s O Al AGAAI 1 AT O OOO0OAU | & ar i O ARIFHEENiganPegdly Gericy) Rlppked ﬁn@@%ﬁr@m Paihyx |
PO COAI R OAAQ ! AAT Ol-ch faireurk Gidid x 8 W@‘%@a@b“@é k@yyridge U”'Vers'ty Press, 2017)

i OAI 1 AEOA A® - AOT Ae , A -AOT AR 16 BEPEREMO A 1571 EA OAI'.AEOA )

Afrique contemporaine 261262. 9497. Also, for a fascinating *?Pan and Siegel 2019; Alexandra S|e £ OE l, ¢ SIAEAL -

OOOAU 1 & -710i AAi 80 1 OAl dnkad, i | EOPK 03 PPAYE AAPSANIQIE FatGalidcgNepsie(a1);
- AOOEAx8 woxés O4EA 3AAOAOD 3AA0AémaA@V63%“é'ARPq§rb@ Kgohane,QayidRomngygnand Dustin

-7 Ol APAySIbsd'oda)BSGO C I A-@rheric@rlisin @nil Antinterventionism in Arabic
w7 OAR %OGATA 18 ATA 2E1 AU %8 $ 0|4 XA’@E?&P“)PI (STESPRdiIVGEDOAABE N0y § (2055 EQA/
$AAAAAG T & 0Bt Gohion QRaktenEs: 493825; 1 OAAARABER O1OA GEOAOE O

de Groot, Judith IM.@X Q8 06 Al OAOR 0AOAAEOAA! 5%@@%’0’\"}@?'%@“ Rolitigs Menslggtge © X i qn ! 1 OAA/
AT A | AAADOAAE] E ORIk AnaIyS|B3C2)\ i AAD %l A 5@/{1}3 g 2019. For a relevant appllcatlon usmg U.S. news media, see:
“3AExAAI AOR *El1EAT8 woxig O] 0 A ARpeiede Termap h QoA b bP ElRABA bl Ay o’f‘%E/&)l

& A BiiddieEast Repgiicholas Seele) 4 EA " AOOT A/ © A Womerp A Compuggtional Text Analysis of US News CdeC A

* | O AMiddIB Bst Repor{2014) International Studies Quartet, no. 3 (2017): 4&02.
42Inglehart, RonaldModernization and Postmodernization: Cultural o R'C..ha.‘.rq Nlelsino TEAOQC # I, Q I . Q E Iv CE 71 OAC #Al
Economic, and Political Change in 43 Soci@i&eton: Princeton - EAAL A %A BRSA Bididle EtEPAliGEh New§le(?{119) e
University Press, 1997). 2EAEAOA . EAT OAT R O71 1 Al 1 6O6ET O

43Cohen, Ibid. 365. Movements: The Case of Female Salafi Preache!km‘érican

44Rost Rublee, Maria. 2008lonproliferation Norms: WiStates Journal of Political Scien(219).

Choose Nuclear Restraifthens: Georgia University Press. 1088 °2For more details on preprocessing steps, ddaithew J. Denny

**Ebinger et al. Ibid., 38 AT A 1 OOEOO 3PEOI ETC8 04A0 00ADO

w3 Al ETA | EfT ARS8 Xiiisa O0AEEOOAT &0 -eapirg Why & Majtersi \¥hen liMisipaging\¥natiTg Do About

4601 ETC 01 ET 6O Anterhationd) Bdcukiads) # ET E A R @Blidical Analysig6, no. 2 (2018): 1689. Arabic texts can
47Parsi, Trita. 2017.0sing arEnemy: Obama, Iran, and the Triumph present a challenge because the same sequence of characters can

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019


https://www.tsa-algerie.com/les-personnalites-mises-en-detention-depuis-le-depart-de-bouteflika/
https://www.tsa-algerie.com/les-personnalites-mises-en-detention-depuis-le-depart-de-bouteflika/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/05/08/unveiling-algerias-dark-side/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/05/08/unveiling-algerias-dark-side/
https://www.france24.com/en/20190802-algeria-protest-civil-disobedience
https://www.france24.com/en/20190802-algeria-protest-civil-disobedience

APSAMENA FALL 2019 5t

Comparative Bagpf-7 1T OAO 4 A@0 Pditipdl AndlyAigeE | 1 OF
no. 4 (2018): 4130.

(r:::et\?i:; gf: f?;spu?{tgfﬂos\,sﬁgrzsa r:mﬁi\éit:g ;nxrggign;e;? nt 721t would be interesting to see applications and evaluations of
example, the sequencé 3 ah mear(and his/its sidéor &/She recer_lt advances in Iangqag(_a mgdebuch as word embeddings, on

OAT O EEITEO frET OEA AEOAAOGEIT T & réb; E\Pg%% Fg/'éa,lzsa Epp"gxalﬂog gI&%t'rg%lﬁﬂg';ge;xs:ﬁﬂlagf%'?ga o)
different parts of speech. PERARA o 2 o~

63For an overview of text as data methods, see: Justin Grimmer and %1 AAAAET GWorkind Pabe@®16).

"OAT AT1 -8 30AxA0OOh O04AgO AO $AO0OAd 4EA 00ITEOCA ATA OEOEAIIT O T E
1 00T 1T AGEA #1171 OAT O !'1 Al UOCHblhicar AOET Aiggelmite® 01 1 EOEAAT 4A@300hO6

Analysi21, no. 3 (2013): 2®7. Supervised methods include the

use of human coders and thus rely on the researcher to kaew 73Salem, Fadi. "The Arab sociakdia report 2017: Social media and
antewhat to code for in the data. Unsupervised methods generate the internet of things: Towards datdriven policymaking in the

the topics from the data but require researcher decisions about Arab World (Vol. 7)Dubai: MBR School of Governmg@17).

issues such as the number of topics to generate. 74Zeitzoff, Thomas. "Using social media to measure conflict
“3EACAT AT A 0AT 380 OAOAAOAE EO AE GyRa@® Ansapplichtion td tie@@P0BISaza goaflicduing O
contribution to this newsletter. of Conflict Resolutio®5, no. 6 (2011): 93869.

&5, EOA "1 AUAAOR *» OOOET ' OEI i AOh AT°Kubiner, Raberf and Jahn OvieA.T"WherdGroaps &4l &part: £i O
Princes and Sultans: Advice on the Art of Governance in the Measuring Transnational Polarization with Twitter from the Arab
-AAEAOAT #EOE OOE Alburnd bf Rolifjc8Djind # EA 7 D@i$ingsd Widpublished Manuscript (2018).

(2018): 115A167; Jennifer A. Londo®, 2-ifagining the 8Weber,Ingmar, Venkata R. Kiran Garimella, and Alaa Batayneh.
#Al AOEACA 3AETT 1T ET OEAwmualRéview £ $ ESeclI@ dsi islamiStipgdarizatoreikegyptaon twitter.” In Proceedings

of Political Scienck9, no. 1 (2016): 381¢ QN 4 Al AO - E 00 0 #f the20BIEEE/AOMdniternational Conference on Advances in
andtheRiseof Right E1 ¢ #1711 OAT O mternajiodad A A1 E Social Ngvfk$Analysis and Mining, pp. 2297. ACM, 2013;
Organizatior73, no. 1 (2019)03-24. Lynch,Marc, Deen Freelon, and Sean Aday. "Online clustering, fear

6 Amy CatalinacP& OT i 07 OE Of o011 EAUd 4 EAAT2E 6GAT A A0 @AH ICOWA | Behrotra@dlian?ipnd. 6 OO AT O

# Al PAECT ET ¢ ET *TheBduind & Roliti#s, AoA1IO E 1 1 (@H18): 1159177; Siegel, Alexandra, Joshua Tucker, Jonathan

(2016): 118. Nagler, and Richard Bonneau. "Tweeting beyond Tahrir: Ideological
67Mathilde Emeriau®, AAOT ET ¢ O1T AA 51 AEA OA Ayersty@mdpdiical thleraueeiiniEgygtignitwitter

&OAT AE ! OUWdiking Page@AH; Margaret E. Roberts, networks."Unpublished Manuscript (2019).

Brandon M. Stewart, Dustin Tingley, Christopher Lucas, Jetson 7Siegel, AlexandraSectarian Twitter Wars: SupBhia Conflict and
Leder-Luis, Shana Kushner Gadarian, Bethany Albertson, David G. Cooperation in the Digital Agéol. 20. Carnegie Endowment for

2AT Ah O3 000AO00O0AI-%h RAEA3ODAADO?2 Ah®rnatiada Reace, 20155iegel, Alexandra, Joshua Tucker,

American Journal of Political ScieB8, no. 4 (2014): 1064082. Jonathan Nagler, and Richard Bonneau. "Socially Mediated

68 Justin GrimmerRepresentational Style in Congress: What Sectarianism.'Unpublished Manuscrig2018).

Legislators Say and Why It MattéBambridge: Cambridge B0ATh *ATTEAAO AT A 3EACAI h 1 AgA]
University Press, 2013). &AET O1 B3ETATAA /11 ETA t@E00AT 0856
69 Azusa Katagiri and Eric M4 EA # OAAEAET EOU 1 £ "0d Axardpk: HaWwai, Poilp N.OafhdMuzammil M. Hussain. "The
Signals: ADocument” A OA A | PAnéricah Rdlitita Science upheavals in Egypt and Tunisia: The role of digital mediautnal of
Reviewl13, no. 1 (2019): 15@; Benjamin Liebman, Margaret democracy2, no. 3 (2011): 38; Howard, Philip N., Aiden Duffy,
Roberts, Rachel Stern, and Alice Wa@l; AOO $ E CE OE U A O EDepn Fiegion, Muzammil M. Hussain, Will Marid Marwa Maziad.
Chinese Court Decisions: How to Use Text as Data in the Field of "Opening closed regimes: what was the role of social media during

# EET A OAist Cénturly Ghina Center Research Pape201701 the Arab Spring?.Available at SSRN 25950@8)11).

(2017). 80 See Smidi, Adam, and Saif Shahin. "Social Media and Social

70 Another interesting question is how the choice of language in Mobilisation in the Middle East: A Survey of Researnciit@ Arab

social media corresponds to social class and other individual Spring." India Quarterly 73, no. 2 (2017):-298. for an overview
AEAOAAOAOEOOEAOGe &OAA 3 AEAAEAOS Oanll Aday, SegnoHeanErariell, M@ jngh, Johe Sifes,larkl Reed E |
of democracy in Senegal suggests that these language choices are Freelon. "New media and conflict after the Arab Spririgrited

closely related to class and have important implications for how States Institute of Pea@® (2012): 24. for anexample of empirical
people understand and engage with important political concepts evidence using Twitter data to make this argument.

like democracy. See: Frederic C. Schaf@@mocracy in Translatio 81For an overview of this debate and the empirical evidence on both
Understanding Politics in an Unfamiliar Culitteaca: Cornell sides, see: Tucker, Joshua A., Jonathan Nagler, Megan MacDuffee,
University Press, 1998). Pablo Barbera Metzger, Duncan Penfdbdown, andRichard

1&g OAUA 0O0AOOUR O! cadtidafedtech §triggles) ¢ 7 B@nedu. 'Big data, social media, and prote@dmputational

ET OEA - Mildid EAst By&Sep@imber 10, 2019. Social ScienckE99 (2016).

Examining Danish, German, Spanish, figk and Polish, de Vries, 82 ynch, Marc ; Freelon, Deen and Aday, Sean. 2814.0EAG6 O 31
Schoonvelde, and Schumacher make the case for Google Translate.  Mediated Civil WatJnited States Institute of Peace.

However, | have not found a comparable analysis of the 83 Starbird, Kate, Ahmer Arif, Tom Wgon, Katherine Van

performance of Google Translate for Arabic. See: Erik de Vries, Koevering, Katya Yefimova, and Daniel Scarnecchia. "Ecosystem or

- AOOEET 3AET T T OAI AAR oAderdostirE EO 3 A echasystan?Agpforingcoiitent sharing across alternative media

Translation: Evidence That Google Translate Works for

APSAMENA Politics Section MENA PoliticsNewsletter | Volume 2, Issue2, Fall 2019



APSAMENA FALL 2019

domains." InTwelfth International AAAI Conference on Web and
Social Media2018.

84 Fisher, Ali. "How jihdist networks maintain a persistent online
presence.'Perspectives on terrorigmno. 3 (2015).

85See, for example: Berger, J. M. "Tailored online interventions: The

56

http://gssi. psu. edu/newiacespapers2018/torrescomputer
visiorrand-politicalcommunication (2018).
106 https://developers.facebook.com/docs/instagraapi

107For example, there should be one file with the account name and
a unique id, and another file with the id and conteri the account.

) Ol Al EA OOAOAS O COATeqifdE di 18 2@15):00 O A Bferthg gata analysis is complete, the file with the account names

19-23; Siegel, Aleandra A., and Joshua A. Tucker. "The Islamic
30A0A80 ET Al OdurAdDdt [ahguageaBdPAlnza i

2 (2018): 25&80.; Ceron, A., Curini, L. and lacus, S.M., 2019. ISIS at
its apogee: the Arabic discourse on Twitter and what we can learn
from that about ISIS support and Foreign Fighte3age operd(1),
p.2158244018789229.

86 Mitts, Tamar. "From isolation to radicalization: asMuslim

hostility and support for ISIS in the WesAMmerican Political Science
Reviewl13, no. 1 (2019): 1794.

87Magdy, W., Darwish, K. and Weber, 1., 2015. # FailedRevolutions:
Using Twitter to study the antecedents of ISIS suppariXiv

preprint arXiv:1503.02401

88 Carlson, Melissa, Laura Jakli, and Katerina Linos. "Rumors and
refugees: how governmentreated iformation vacuums

undermine effective crisis managementriternational Studies
Quarterly62, no. 3 (2018): 6/85.

89 hitps://digitalrefuge.berkeley.edu/
0. AOOAOOI T h $AT EAI
&EAT A 2A0OAAOAE EI
Newsletter.

921Noman, H., Faris, R. and Kelly, J., 2015. Openness and Restraint:
Structure, Discourse, and Contention in Saudi Twit@erkman

Center Research Publicati¢®0L516); Salem, Fadi. "The Arab social
media report 2017: Social media and the internet of things: Towards
data-driven policymaking in the Arab World (Vol. Dubai: MBR
School of Governme(®017).

92 hitps://developer.twitter.com/en/docs.html

93 hitps://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/tutorials/consuming
streamingdata.html

94 https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/tweets/batch
historical/aptreference/historicalpowertrack.html

% Freelon, Deen. "Computational research in the pa&I

age."Poitical Communicatioi5, no. 4 (2018): 66568.

9 https://github.com/twintproject/twint
97https://smappnyu.org/researchata-collectionrand-analysis

tools/

98 For an overview of the need for careful decisimaking and
validation when preprocessing of text, see: Denny, M.J. and
Spirling, A., 2018. Text preprocessing for unsupervised learning:
Why it matters, when it misleag] and what to do about iPolitical
Analysis26(2), pp.168189.

99 https://gephi.org/
100https://socialscience.one/odfacebookpartnership
101https://www.crowdtangle.com/
102. Al EEh - AGEAEI
2APOAOOEI T d wgPAOEI Al OAI
working paper. 2019.

103pham, Katherine Hoffmann, Rampazzaakcisco, and
21T OAT UxAECh , AAE8 woxi 8 03]
2AOAA0AE ET #1 1 PAOAOGEC T
Unpublished Working Paper.
104https://developers.gogle.com/youtube/v3/quickstart/python
105Torres, Michelle. "Give me the full picture: Using computer vision
to understand visual frames and political communication." URL:

h  AtafChallénge®df A h
OEA 3 UOEAI

AT A 7EITEAIOTTAh

AEAI
o]

should be permanently deleted
108See Munger (2019) for an overview of this debate.

1T OAAAAAGE 11 OAO

109) AOAEEI ' AO , OCEI Ah O)1 GAO1 AGEI
G i DAOAGEOGA #1 Publiddplion Quéttr®b@EOh 6
(1962): 600

13 AA 11 AGAT AOA 3EACAI 80 Ai 1 OOEAD
ur AOU +ETch *ATTEZAO 0AT R AT A - A

Censorship in China Allows Government Criticism but Silences
ColAAOEOA w@BebicAr(POlfidaliStience Rev{gd13);
' TEAI EA &EAI A AO -Adtisgfin ROssignAlbvETaC
#1 1 DOOAGEITAI !'TAITUOGEO 1T £ )1 OOEA
jwoxnqgs *AOT 6h +UT A ATA AT EEAOD
-AAREA 01 xAO EO 3EEAGECHhhaGuarteEA 8
233 (2018): 11136; Arturas Rozenas and Denis Stukal. "How

""" WATTTTEA . A

2 A £étadChntrgliedeT davision g he Yaprrdl of Politigd331(2019)4. !

112For instance, see Marc Lync¥pices of the New Arab Public: Iraq,
Al-Jazeera, and Middle East Politics To@olumbia University
00AOOR woda AT A - AOA , UT AEh
4 OAT O B&Quinal bf Oéniocra®b no. 4 (2015): 999.

usl | AOAAAAABE AT A |, EOA "1 AUAAOR (
Diversionary Threats: Lessons from Thirty Years of Syrian State
$EOAT OOOARSG 71 OEET C 0APAO
https://blaydes.people.sinford.edu/sites/g/files/sbiybj1961/f/syria.p

df

W3 AA 2EAE . EAT OAT 80 Ai1 OOEAOQOEII
discussion of unsupervised learning.

ST x

us. ACAT - AOGUCAO AT A 11 A@Bpdndo®@A 3 EA
-AAEA 'T A0 6EOAI d 2 Odhél Biscouse chOA |
3UOEAQRG6 7 1heds:Baendadichd @im/wp

content/uploads/2019/08/syria_RT.pdf

116Gabriel KoehleDerrick, Richard A. Nielsen, David Rompey

O#1 1 OPEOAAU 4EAT OEADI 601 DEAA%COA
Working Paper,

http://aalims.org/uploads/conspiracy 10april2017_AALIMS.pdf

un i1 Aé 11 OAAAAAS EhMedi®ad&Rullic 4 OAT OT A
Diplomacy Tool: Evidence from Arabiyaand Ar AUAAOAR &
Working paper.

us, EOA 7AAAAT R OI AGETI C O!O
#1711 0011 ET 3UOEAS80
(1998): 5319

YRor eyanple, Ser WafadMl O A EA (O E T AAhO ACHEEOAR & Q EA

) /O 4,

%OEAAT AROABT | 1 OAOET 81 @O0uUDO8 OEBOAREORLRA

Electronic Frontier Foundatjon
https://www.eff.orq/fiIes[2016/Q4{28/crim«é_)_f-speechpdf anq Magt o
*BABRAANDEROOALE 6ABEH0ORABCOI ACET I

EA
A @ O O greedomAiAhk Presg in hedl AW Of SK Arabiak Petins@ao

#1 O1 OBeEdlay Boarnal of Middle Eastern & Islamic Gaw
(2014): 1:31
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Grubman notes

120E|len Lust and David WaldnOh OO0 AOOEAO EI

in Nancy Bermeo and Deborah J. Yashrarties, Movements, and
Democracy in the Developing W¢@ambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2016).

121Tarek MasoudCounting Islam: Religion, Class, And Elections In
Egypt(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014) and Sharan
Grewal, Amaney A. Jamal, Tarek Masoud, and Elizabeth R. Nugent,

4 0AT OEOET T Al

S

AT A ' EEOAEA - AO0OGO
I JodmallbOdpeh Sourke 4 A @

11 AOn

30AEAT -
OEA
Software3 (30, 2018).

3AOOET COb

Nielsen notes

133] created this short sentence by estimating a topicdebon the
words in this article, treating each paragraph as a separate
document. The model estimated that this paragraph was 98 percent
devoted to a topic | interpret to be about topic models (keywords:

601 OAOOU AT A $EOET A 2AxAOAOG 4 E A togig nioled hu@ani corpug, @lgofittdni gpd|, infee). | pagnpledli E OO

observation is puzzling given that prior to democratization these
movements enjoyed a base primarily among the professional
middle class. See Masoud (2014); Carrie Rosefsky Wickham,
Mobilizing Islam: Religion, Activism, and Political Change in Egypt
(NewYork: Columbia University Press, 2002); Janine A. Clsldm,
Charity, and Activism: Middfelass Networks and Social Welfare in
Egypt, Jordan, and Yem@loomington: Indiana University Press,
2004).

122This is a point of emphasis for Masoud 2014. iniog the term
post-Islamism, Bayat similarly noted that the predominance of
Islamist actors may coincide with a politics dominated by secularist
ATTAAOT 68 3AA
Critique(Fall 1996): 4&2.
123Grewal et 42019 and Eva Wegner and Francesco Cavatorta,

02 AOE OE OE 1z8ecufaiDlvidg: Prirtidsiafd@@ers in the

I OAA T7liitebrlatidrfaldPolitical Science Reviddy no. 4

(September 2019): 55g5.

124\With regard to Tunisia, see Lindsay J. Benstea@nBlust, and
Dhafer Malouche, "Tunisian PeElection Survey: Presentation of
Initial Results." Transitional Governance Project, 2012; with regard

to Egypt, see Masoud (2014).

125For me this turn to subnational platforms was inspired by Amy
Catalinac Eletoral Reform and National Security in Japan: From Pork
to Foreign PolidCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016).

126. EAEAAT , AOGAOh +ATTAOGE " Al T EOh
O 1T EAU 01 OEQGEITO &O0i1T 011 EOEAAI
American Polital Science Revi&¥ (2, 2003): 3%32.

127Jonathan Slapin and Sveni EOAO 001 EOAER O!

the five words in this sentence using the word probabilities
estimated by the model for this topic. Code to reproduce this
process is available on my website at
http://www.mit.edu/~rnielsen/research.htm

134An updated version of this figure appears in my bawadly
Cleric42017) on page 122, along with more explanation of the
method.

135]pn Uthaymeen (d. 2001) was a prominent Salafi cleric from Saudi
Arabia who did not write in suppbof jihadist ideology. This

excerpt is from a short fatwa on prayer. Sayyid Qutb (d. 1966) was a
prominent jihadist thinker from Egypt. This excerpt, from his

famous workSocial Justice in Islaiis not jihadist, so it does not get

I OAE " AUOA G\H EGMOE & | #AREDAEdI argiisidisEbye classifibation model. Abdallah Azzam (d.

1989) was a prominent jihadist thinker who mentored Usama Bin
Laden. This excerpt is from a treatise on jihad tittadDefense of
Muslim Lands
136http://www.mit.edu/~rnielsen/arabicTextWorkshop.zip
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132] omitted the platforms of the Natipal Initiative of Kamel

Morjane and Afek Tounes. The former seemingly did not publish a
platform in 2011; the latter published a pithy Arabic document on
the constitution and a lengthy French one focused on economic
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